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On First-day morning, the 18th of Fifth month, 1856, The Penn- 
sylvania Yearly Meeting of Progressive Friends convened in the 
meeting-house at Longwocd, Chester County. The hou^e was densely 
"Crowded, and hundreds, unable to get within the walls, remained on the 
adjoining grounds. Prayer was offered by Joseph A. Dugdale, after 
which the Call issued by the Committee of Arrangements was read, as 
follows : 

Upon the undersigned devolves the pleasant duty of inviting the friends ot 
Truth, Purity, and Progress, without distinction of sect or nanae or nation, to 
attend the Foueth Annual Convocation of Progressive Friends, to be held in 
the meeting-house at Longwood, Chester Co., Pa., commencing; on First-day, the 
eighteenth of Fifth month, 1856, at ID o'clock, a. m., and continuing as long as 
circumstances may seem to require — probably for three days. 

The Progressive Friends have no creed as a basis of association. Their ob- 
ject is not to build up a Sect, armed with ecclesiastical power, and endowed with 
authority to define the boundaries of thought and restrain the freedom of speech and 
action, but to unite persons of every shade of theological opinion, in one spirit of 
LOVE, to " do good unto all men as thev have opportunity ; to cultivate in them- 
selves whatsoever is pure, generous ana ennobling; to worship God in the service of 
Humanity ; to investigate those questions of individual and social duty, which the 
experiences of daily life and the conflicts of sects, parties, classes, and nationalities, 
are perpetually evolving ; to vindicate the primordial rights of man, and plead 
the cause of the poor, the ignorant, the degraded, and the oppressed; to testify 
against those systems of popular wickedness which, derive their support from a 
false Church and a corrupt Government ; to promote the cause of ** pure and un- 
defiled religion," by a firm resistance to the impositions of Church-craft and 
Priest-craft ; to elevate the standard of public morals, by teaching men to revere, 
as paramount to all human codes, tiie law written by the finger of God in their 
own minds and hearts ; to exemplify the spirit of Universal Brotherhood, and to 
proclaim the evangel of " Peace on earth, good will to men." 

All those who desire to co-operate with us, and those we represent, in this 
work of beneficence and love, are earnestly invited to meet with us, at the time 
and place above named. Nay, more — in the language of the Hebrew prophet, 
we say, " Whosoever will, let him come." 

Joseph A. Dugdale, Ruth Dugdale, 
Sidney P. Curtis, William Barnard, 

H. M. Darlington, Lizzie MoFarlan, 

Rowland Johnson, Josiah Wiubon, 

Hannah Pknnook, • Oliver Johwso*, 
Sallie C. Coates, Amelia Jaokson, 



Isaac Mendenhall. 

Di 
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Joseph A. Dugdale congratulated the meeting in view of the pro- 
pitious circumstances under which it had convened, and introduced 
Samuel J. May, minister of the Unitarian Church, Syracuse, New York, 
who i^ad the following hymn, asking all who could do so, to unite 
with him in singing it : 

Whilb Thee I seek, protecting Power, In every joy that crowns my days. 
Be my Tain wishes stilled ; In every pain I bear, 

And may this consecrated hour * My heart shall find delight in praise, 

With better hopes be filled. Or seek relief in prayer. 

Thy love the power of thought bestowed, Whengladness wings my &vored hoar. 
To Thee my thoughts would soar ; Thy love my thoughts shall fill ; 

Thy mercy o'er toy life hath flowed, Eeeigned, when storms of sorrow lower. 
That mercy I adore. My soul shall meet Thy will. • 

In each event of life, how clear My lifted eye without a tear 

Thy ruling hand I see, The gathering storm shall see *, 

Each blessing to my soul more dear. My steadfast heart will know no fear. 

Because conferred by Thee. That heart shall rest on Thee. 

* •■ 

After the singing, in which several friends joined, Samuel J. Mat 
delivered a very impressive discourse upon "False Ideas op God and 
His Government," which, was heard with close attention and deep 
interest. Lucretia Mott also uttered an earnest testimony on the 
same subject. 



AFT^NOON SESSION. 

Joseph A. Dugdale, in view of the unusual amount of business upon 
the table and of his own feeble health, asked that Oliver Johnson 
might be permitted to assist the Clerks in the discharge of their duties* 
The request was complied with. The meeting was then briefly ad- 
dressed by William Lloyd. 

Epistles were read from the Waterloo (N. Y.) and Ohio Yearly 
Meetings of Friends of Human Progress — bodies formed on prin- 
ciples the same as ours — and from the Friends of Human Progress in 
North Collins, Erie Co., N, Y. These communications conveyed cheer- 
ing intelligence of the progress of religious and social reform, and 
breathed a spirit of fraternal affection and sympathy, which made them 
peculiarly welcome. Edward Webb, Ruhaney Way, Philena Heald, 
Elizabeth Jackson, Lea Pusey, Priscilla Barnard, and John G. 
Jackson, were appointed a Committee to prepare replies. 
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it It should be the libraiy of the entire University of New 
York, or it may be of the Astor University. It is a magni- 
ficent beginning, which demands a corresponding comple- 
tion. Its very existence contains an inspiration. Is not the 
spirit, as well as the wealth which created it, an inherit- 
ance ? 

Who will begin the grea.t work ? If but one man could 
be found to begin it, his example would electrify hundreds. 

Is it not plain now that the public schools, the colleges, 
and the University, would form one grand system, sustaining 
each other, pouring life into each other, and co-working to 
one great end? 

Let the highest institution take the initiative. This, once 
brought into existence, would mould into j)roper forms all 
the other grades, and perfect them. The history of educa- 
tion shows us that the highest institutions have ever led on 
the educational development. 



IV. 

THE ROYAL ARTISANS' INSTITUTE OP BERLIN. 

We have referred to the institution which Mr. Cooper has 
founded in New York for mechanics. This has suggested 
to us to give some account of a like institution in Berlin. 

The Eoyal Institute for Artizans is. supported in part by 
the government, and in part by the avails of a legacy of 
$225,000. It forms the culminating point of a system of 
education for engineers and mechanics. In all the provin- 
ces, there are provincial artisan schools designed especially 
for mechanics. From these a certain number of pupils are 
selected according to merit, and permitted to enter the higher 
institute in Berlin. The number of students in the Koyal 
Institute is limited to two hundred. About forty of these 
are supported in full. Strangers are also admitted without 
any charge for tuition. Of those who enter regularly on the 
foundation, it is required that they shall have reached seven- 
teen years of age, shall have studied the elements of chemis- 
try and natural philosophy, and all the mathematics, prepa- 
ratory to a commencement of the Calculus, and also shall 
have worked one year at some mechanic art. 

The course upon which they enter at the Koyal Institute 
comprises three years. The first year, they pursue in com- 

4 
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mon a course in mathematics, physical science, and draw- 
ing. At the second year they are divided into three classes^ 
each student selecting his class — the class of chemists, the 
class of engineers, and the class of mechanics, or perhaps 
more properly the class of house-builders. The second year 
is spent in studies according with these three divisions. Du- 
ring the third year, work and study are conjoined : the che- 
mists spend a part of every day in the laboratory, in making 
analyses, and indeed in every form of manipulation under 
the direction of the professor of chemistry ; the engineers 
are in the work-shop engaged in making machinery, steam 
engines, &c. ; and the house-builders make models of every 
description of building or parts of the same, and mould in 
clay various architectural ornaments. There are rooms also 
where moulds are framed for castings. 

Kiss, the celebrated author of the noble group in bronze, 
of the Amazon and the Tiger, which stands in front of the 
Museum, gives instruction in moulding figures, architectural 
ornaments, and various models for bronze and iron castings. 
Eammelsberg, a distinguished professor of chemistry in 
the University, gives instruction in this department in the 
Institute. The instructors are generally able men. All the 
apparatus and preparations are on an ample scale. The che- 
mical laboratory for the use of the students is large and fully 
furnished. There is also a laboratory where Eammelsberg 
gives his lectures ; and in addition to this he has his own 
private laboratory. The work-shops are all large and com- 
modious, and contain a great deal of machinery, worked by 
a steam engine. Models are made at the Institute for the 
use of the provincial schools. There is a room for engrav- 
ing; there is another for weaving patterns of various fabrics; 
and there is a large room filled with models of machinery 
and buildings. The department of natural philosophy is 
provided with a very complete set of apparatus. In draw- 
ing the instruction is very thorough. Connected with this 
department is a fine gallery filled with casts in plaster of some 
of the most celebrated pieces of ancient and modern sculp- 
ture. And, besides all this, there is a library well furnished 
with books relating to the subjects of study ; and a reading- 
room containing all the best scientific journals of Germany, 
France, England, and America. Everything seems to be 
provided that could be desired. It is a perfect institution of 
the kind. 
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Letters, expressing a warm interest in the objects of our association 
and a hearty concurrence in the anti-sectarian and progressive princi- 
ples upon which it was formed, and containing messages of fraternal 
affection,, were received from the following absent friends, viz : 

L. Maria Child, Antoinette Brown Blackwbll, 

O. B. Frothingham, * Lucy Stone Blackwell, 
MoNcuRE D. Conway, Wm. Lloyd Garrison, 

Gerrit Smith, Samuel Longfellow, 

John G. Fee, Sarah B. Dugdale, 

The Hutchinson Family, Daniel S^ Whitney, 

Wm. BjpNRY Fish, Charles K. Whipple, 

N. H. Whiting, Richard Mendenhall, 

Robert Hassall, Mellissa Dawe.s, 

Thomas J. Mumford, Henry Charles, 

James Richardson, Jr. D. Vines, 

Josiah Bond. . 

Grateful for the timely words of sympathy and counsel received from 
these beloved friends, the Meeting directed the Clerks to send to each of 
them a copy of its proceedings. The letters were referred to the Com- 
mittee of Publication, with instructions to publish them, or such por- 
tions of them as they may deem advisable. • 

The reading of these letters elicited remarks from David A. Wasson, 
(Minister of the Free Church in Groveland, Mass.), Lucretia Mott, 
EusEBius Barnard, and E. Fish. 

Committees were appointed as follows : — 

Oh Slavery. — Simon Barnard, Thomas Whitson, Jacob Harvet, Thomas Ham- 
BLKTON, Hannah M. Darlington, Alice Jackson, Lydia Cox, Ephraim Wii£on, 
Castner Hanwat, Wm. H. Snowden. 

Temperance. — Franklin Darlington, Jas. C. J>.ckson, Amelia Jackson, Sarah 
Preston, Susanna Chambers, Samuel Pennock, William Walters, Sarah M. 
Barnard, Rebecca Taylor, Peter Wilson, John Agnew, Sarah A. Entriken, 
M. D. ; Henry Smith, John Haeleton. 

Treatment of Criminals. — Sidney Peirce Curtis, Hannah Pennock, Jacob T. 
Stern, Mary A. W. Johnson, Dr. I. D. Johnson. 

Woman^i Rights. — Mary A. W. Johnson, Sarah Barnard, Dinah Menden- 
hall, Samuel J. May, Joseph A. Dugdale, Agnes Sanders, Frederick W. Evans, 
David A. Wasson, Jane Knight, Deborah Pennock. 

JSvUh of Tobacco. — Ruth Dugdale, Martha Chambers, Mirlam*Worrell^ R. 
HeIry Lamborn, John Wilson, Esther Hayes, Sally Pusey, J. William Cox, 
JDaniel Boxsall, Dinah Mendenhall, Jacob T. Stern. 

On Limiting the Acquisition of Property.— ^mmL J. May, Willum Chase, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6 

Alfred H. Lovb, William Barnard, Thomas Garrett, Oliver Johnson, Eli 
Hamblkton, Eusebius Barnard, "William Logan Fisher, John Cox, Samuel 
Myers. 

William Barnard, JcJsiah Wilson, and Petkr Wilson were 
appointed a Committee to settle with the Treasurer, to report to the 
Meeting the state of the finances; and nominate a suitable person to 
serve as Treasurer for the ensuing, year. The same friends were also 
requested to nominate Clerks for the ensuing year, and to report to-mor- 
row morning. 

After a brief address by Samuel J. May, the meeting adjourned. 

#:. 

SECOND DAY— MORNING SESSION. 

Peter Wimon, from the Committee on the nomination of Clerks, 
submitted a Report recommending the appointment of Joseph A. Dua- 
DALE, RuHANEY Way, aud^ Oliver Johnson. The recommendation 
was approved, and they were appointed accordingly. 

Joseph A. Dugdale called attention to the subject of Education, 
suggesting the inquiry whether the Meeting ought not to adopt some 
definite measures for the promotion thereof. A very interesting discus- 
sion followed, Samuel Myers (of Ohio), Thomas Hambleton, Wil- 
liam Lloyd, Samuel J. May, William B. Eluott, William Logan 
Fisher, William Barnard, and Peter Wilson, taking part therein. 
Many striking thoughts were expressed, and the meeting, deeply im- 
pressed with the importance of the subject, appointed a Committee, 
consisting of the following persons, to report this year or the next, as 
way may open: — Joseph A. Dugdale, Hannah M. Darlington, 
Jacob W. Harvey, ,Josiah Wilson, Samuel J. May, William 
Shield, Agnes Sanders, Susanna Chambers, Rachel Anna Lam- 
born, Alice Jackson, M. D. Conway, Martha L. Barnard, Samuel 
Myers, Philena Heald, Elizabeth Jackson, Maria Agnew, Isaac 
Mendenhall, Lea Pusey, Aaron Mendenhall. 

Peter Wilson, from the Committee appointed to settle with the 
Treasurer, submitted a Report, showing the receipts of the past year to 
have been $268.04, the expenditures $258.23 ; leaving a balance now 
on hand of $9.81. The Committee recommended the appointment of 
Isaac Mendenhall as Treasurer for the ensuing year. The report was 
accepted and the appointment made accordingly. The Meeting then 
proceeded to take contributions, to defray the expenses ofHhe cuiirent 



year, remarks on the growing importance of the work in wliich we are 
engaged being offered by J. A. Dugdale, Oliver Johnson, S. J. Mat, 
MoxcuRE D. Conway (Pastor of the UDitarian Church, Washington, 
D, C.) Abraham Hunsicker (Mennonist preacher), William Chase, 
and LucRETiA Mott. The sum of $249.00 was contributed. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Samuel J, May, from the Committee on Limiting the Acquisition 
of Property, submitted a paper on " The Relations of Capital and Labor," 
which led to a very interesting discussion, the following persons taking 
part therein : Frederick W. Evans (from the Shaker Society at New 
Lebanon, N. Y.), W. B. Elliott, Oliver Johnson, Ephraim Wilson, 
Reuben Webb, Jacob L. Paxson, David A.Wasson, Ebenezer James, 
William Barnard, Alfred H. Love, James Henry, Samuel J. May, 
Caleb Jackson. A great diversity of views was exhibited, but the 
discussion, though earnest, was characterized by a fraternal spirit. The 
whole subject was recommitted to the Committee for further considera- 
tion, with leave to report this year or next, as way may open. 
^- The Committee on the Treatment Due to Criminals, submitted a 
memorial addressed to the Legislature of Pennsylvania, which was/ie- 
cepted and ordered to be signed and forwarded. Remarks on the sub- 
, ject were offered by Thomas Hambleton, S. J. May, and Moncure D. 
Conway. 

Lucretia Mott being under the necessity of leaving the Meeting at 
the close of the present session, made a brief address, expressive of her 
sympathy with the objects and principles of our association, and read 
a very interesting extract of a letter from Elizabeth Cady Stanton, of 
Seneca Falls, New York, in which that earnest friend of humanity ex- 
pressed similar sentiments. 



THIRD DAY— MORNING SESSION. 

The Meeting convened at the appointed time, a large assemblyjj^- 
ing present. The interest in the proceedings appeared^ to increaie 
rather than diminish, from day to day. Digitized by LjOOglC 



8 

Samuel J. Mat read, and a few friends united in singing, the fol- 
lowing hymn : 

Yes I we trost the day is breaking, With the voice of Joy and singing, 

Joyftil times are near at hand ; Let as hail the dawning ray ; 

€k>d, ttie mighty Qod, is speaking Lo I the blessed day-star, bringing 
*By His word in erery land : 0*er the earth a glorious day : 

God is speaking— At His rising, 

Darkness flies at His command. Gloom and darkness flee away. 

William Logan Fisher presented a paper suggesting to the friends 
of Progress and Reform the propriety and usefulness of meeting together 
on the first day of the week for mutual improvement and edification . 
Remarks were offered by Caleb S. Jackson, Ebenezer James, C. Dar- 
lington, Oliver Johnson, William Logan Fisher, Frederick W. 
Evans, Samuel J. May, Reuben Webb, Moncure D. Conwat, 
William Barnard, E. Fish, and Eusebius Barnard ; after which the 
paper was referred to a Committee, consisting of the following persons, 
viz: William Logan Fisher, Caleb S. Jackson, C. Darlington, 
Samuel J. May, Sarah M. Barnard, Ebenezer James, Sidney P. Cur- 
tis, Moncure D. Conway, Frederick W. Evans, Alfred H. Love. 

Oliver Johnson, from the Committee on that subject, appointed 
two years ago, submitted a paper entitled " Amusements — their Uses 
AND Abuses." The reading was followed by remarks from William 
Logan Fisher, James Henry, Mary J. Pbnnock, Reuben Webb, and 
Caleb S. Jackson. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Meeting proceeded to consider the paper on Amusements. 
The discussion was earnest, and for the most part exceedingly interest- 
ing, the following persons taking part therein, viz : Caleb S. Jackson, 
Moncure D. Conway, Harriet Bullard (from the Shaker Society, 
New Lebanon, N. Y.), David A. Wasson, Reuben Webb, Samuel J. 
May, Frederick W. Evans, Thomas Hambleton, William Lloyd, 
John G. Jackson, William B. Elliott, William Chase, Mary A. 
W. Johnson, Wiluam Barnard, Simpson Preston, Samuel Myers, 
Daniel Bonsall, Caleb S. Jackson, C. Darlington, Ephraim Wil- 
son, William Logan Fisher, Ebenezer James, Bartholomew Fcssell, 
MIBftroN Pennock, Sidney P, Curtis, Alfred H. Love, Anna Hibbs, 
Susanna Chambers. The paper was adopted. CooqIp 



FOURTH DAY— MORNma SESSION. 

The Committee on Education submitted the following Report ^— 
To the Yearly Meeting. — The Committee on Education have had two inter- 
esting meetings, and agreed to submit to Sub-Committees the following In- 
terrogatories, with a view of embodying them in a general Report, to be 
presented to the Yearly Meeting next year. ^ 

On behalf of the Committee, 

JOSEPH A. DUGDALE, 
H. M. DARLINGTON. 

Queitiona to he referred to the several members of the Committee on 
Education, 

1. Shall the effort proposed be made in the establishment of an indepen- 
dent Seminary of Learning, or shall it be directed towards the enlargement and 
improvement of our Public System of Common Schools, proffering to this 
community the building, the apparatus^ and a due portion of the funds neces- 
sary for a High Union School, on condition that the other schools in this « 
vicinity shall be graded with reference to tliis, and a due portion of the public 
money be obtained towards the support of said Union School ? 

2. Shall there be one High School established for both sexes together, or 
one for each sex separately f 

8. What shall be the course of instruction to be given in the proposed 
school or schools ? 

4. What proTttion shall be made for the physical training of the pupils! 

5. What ought to be the compensation of the teachers? 

6. At what age shonld children commence their school education, and 
what portion of time during their minority shonld be occupied in attending 
school in order to secure the greatest mental acquireulients, consistently with * 
physical development ! 

The Committee on Slavery submitted a Report, which became 
the subject of an earnest and deeply interesting discussion, Moncurb 
D. Conway, David A. Wasson, Samuel Myers, Frederick W. 
Evans, James Henry, Oliver Johnson, Samuel J. May, and Wil- 
liam Logan Fisher, taking part therein. The report was adopted. 

The Committee, to whom was referred the paper submitted at 
a former session, by "William Logan Fisher, recommending the, 
friends of Truth and Progress to *meet together on the first day of the 
week, reported the same in an amended form, when it was adopted. 

The Committee on Limiting the Acquisition of Property submitted 
the following Report, which was accepted for publication, agreeably to ^ 
the recommendation therein contained. The Committee was also 
continued till the next Yearly Meeting. Cooolp 
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The Committee appointed to consider whether any, and if any, what Limi- 
tations ought to be put to the Accumulation of Property in the -hands of indi^ 
vidyals, as well as corporations, and to suggest laws and other expedients, by 
which the enormous inequalities among the children of men may be gradually 
lessened, and hereafter prevented, report, that tKey have found themselves to 
be not agreed upon the subject, and, moreover, that they deem it orte too intri- 
cate, as well as too important, to be hastily disposed of. They, therefore, beg 
leave to submit the following Interrogatories for the consideration of Progressive 
Friends during the ensuing year, in order that they may be prepared, at the 
next Yearly Meeting, to discuss, and adopt or reject, as they may see fit, a 
Report which your Committee may then be able to present 

Ist. All the children of men being endowed by their Creator with a right 
to life, have they not, therefore, a right to a fair share of the common inheri- 
tance — the material elements, upon which the maintenance of life depends ? 
Have they not an inalienable right to a fair share of the earth's surface, not 
less than of water, air, light, heat I 

2d» Are not the sunlight, air, water and soil, with the materials in and upon 
them, and all spontaneous growths, the bountiful gifts of the Creator, to which 
all men have equal rights ? Can they, then, be legitimately the subjects of 
property ? Can capital be justly predicated upon them f 

dd. U not legitimate property something produced by the labor, or invent 
tion, of man, operating upon material elements, or in the regions of thought f 
And are not such productions the only just basis of capital f 

4tb. The chief end of man is not the accumulation of wealth. Ought, 
then, the chief end of government to be (as it has been declared by an eminent 
statesman to be) the protection of property f Ought it not rather to be the 
improvement of the conditions and characters of all men f 

6th. Should not our laws encourage agriculture more than foreign com- 
merce; because, in the first place, the cultivation of the common heritage, and 
the gathering of its productions, secures to those who labor for these results a 
more general enjoyment of the comforts of life ; and because, in the second 
place, foreign commerce cannot be carried on, and great cities be built up to sus- 
tain it, without deteriorating the large classes of men, women, and children, on 
whom the hardships of navigation, and the hand*labor in our cities, devolve? 

6th. Is not the Tariff policy, and every expedient that embarrasses' needful 
commerce with foreign nations,— ^is it not a policy that only a patriot, and not a 
philanthropist, would commend ? 

Vth. Cannot, and should not, some changes be made in the laws of inheri- 
tance, and of the transmission of property, so that the whole of the succeeding 
generation may be benefited, and wealth not be accumulated in the hands of a 
few, where it is comparatively useless, if not pernicious, bpth to the possessors 
and the community f 

8th. Ought not a stringent law to be passed, by which corporations, that 

have caused any work to be done, shall be holden to pay those who have done 

the work, if their agents — the contractors^ or subMsontractors*— fail to pay them f 

^ 9th. Laws are now enacted in order to limit the usury of money. Should 

not laws a'0o be enacted to regulate the reuts of houses and lands t 
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lOtb. Ought not all lands and buildings used for demoralizing purposes, 
brothels, dram shops, gambling places, bull baitings, cock fights, horse races, 
etc., to be forfeited to the community, which they are doing so much to 
damage, and converted to purposes of education and public enlightenment f 

11th. Ought not the necessary expenditures of goyemment to be provided 
for by direct taxation^ so that the people may realize what it costs them to be 
governed, and know why, and for whaty so much is expended ? 

12th. Should not taxes be levied upon a rising scale, so that the millionnaire 
shall pay more for the support of government than a million of men who ha^e 
not tf dollar that they can spare without real- discomfort to themselves and 
families ? 

18th. Should not the exact amount of properties, owned by corporations or 
individuals, be faithfully registered, and ought not every kind of property that 
is withheld, or intentionally undervalued, to be wholly forfeited ? 

14th. Should not society provide for all its members a thorough education 
and good business opportunities, so that the children of the poor, as well as the 
rich, shall be placed on something like an equality in the Mtart of life ? 

Samuel J. May, Moncurb D. Conway, and David A. Wasson 
being about to leave us, it was proposed to unite with them in singing 
the following hymn : 

Blkst be the tie that binds When we asonder part, 

Our hearts in Christian love ; It gives as inward pain ; 

The fellowship of kindred minds Bat we shall still be joined in heart) 

Is like to that above. And hope to meet again. 

Before oar Father^s throne This glorloos hope revives 

We poar oar ardent prajers ; Oar coarage by the way, 

Car fears, oar hopes, oar aims are one^ While each in expectation lives, 

Oar comforts and oar cares. And longs to see the day. 

We share oar mataal woes. From sorrow, toil, and pain. 

Oar mataal hardens bear. And sin, we shall be fi-ee, 

And often for each other flows And perfect love and friendship reign 

The sympathising tear. Tliroagh all eternity. 

Samuel J. Mat, Moncurb D. Conwat, and David A. Wassok 
then successively took leave of the' meeting, each in a few appropriate 
words, which touched the hearts of all, and drew tears of sympathy 
and fraternal aflfection from many. 

Oliver Johnson, in order to remove objections made by some per; 
sons yesterday to a passage in the paper on Amusements, proposed to 
amend the same by adding thereto the following words : — " On one 
point we are fully agreed, viz., that theatres generally, as now con- 
ducted, ought not to receive the support of the friends of morality." 
The amendment was unanimously agreed to. Cnnole 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Mart A. W. Johnson, from the Committee on Woman^s Rights, 
submitted a Report, which, after remarks by William Logan Fisher, 
Frederick W. Evans, Chandler Darlington, Reuben Webb, and 
William Barnard, was unanimously adopted. 

Henry M. Smith, from the Committee on Temperance, submitted 
a Report, which was adopted without discussion. 

Ruth Dugdale, from the Committee on that subject, submitted a 
Testimony against Tobacco, whijch, after a deeply interesting discussion 
by Bartholomew Fussell, John G. Jackson, Reuben Webb, Chand- 
ler Darlington, Isaac Meredith, James Henry, Esther Hayes, 
Alice Eliza Hambleton, Mary L. Barnard, Mary Anne W. John- 
son, Ebenezer James, Thomas Hambleton, Benjamin Pyle, J. F. 
Stern, Oliver Johnson, Eusebjus Barnard, Wm. Logan Fisher, 
Thomas Garrett, Wm. B. Elliott, and Thomas Borton, was adopted. 
The Committee was continued till, next year. 

On motion of Lea Pusey, a Committee, consisting of John G. Jack- 
son, Lea Pusey, Dinah Mendbnhall, James Henry, Mary P. Wil- 
son, Ruth Dugdale, Amelia Jackson, Philena Heald, Alice Eliza 
Hambleton, Mercy Lloyd, Jacob T. Stern, Anna Pusey, Thomas 
Garrett, Joseph A. Dugdale, Carrie Wise, Henry M. Smith 
and Eleanor Smith, was appointed to consider the subject of Spi- 
ritualism, to report next year. 

Eli Logan, William Barnard, and Ruth Dugdale were appoint- 
ed a Committee to prepare and circulate a petition to the State Legis- 
lature for the Abolition of Capital Punishment. 

Epistles, addressed to the Waterloo (N. Y.) and Ohio Yearly Meet- 
ings, and to the Friends of Human Progress in North Collins, N. Y., were 
presented from the Committee appointed for that purpose, and adopted* 
The Revising Committee were airthorized to prepare epistles to the 
Michigan Yearly Meeting of Friends of Human Progress, to the Wabash 
Yearly Meeting of Congregational Friends, and to the meeting of Pro- 
gressive Friends at Milton, Ulster Co., N. Y. 

' t The following persons were appointed a Committee to revise and 
publish the proceedings of this, and issue a call for our next Yearly 
Meeting, viz : Joseph A. Dugdale, Ruhaney Way, Oliver Johnson, 
Thomas Garrett, Hannah M. Darling-ton, Isaac Mendenhall, 
William Barnard, PniLENA Heald, John G. Jackson, Ruth Dug- 
iale, Lizzie McFarlan, Franklin Darlington, Hannah j^Q^^^ 
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JosiAH Wilson, Dinah Mendenhall, Susanna Chambers, S. M. 
Barnard, S, A. Entriken, Rachel Wilson, Agnes Sanders. 

In closiDg the deliberations of our Fourth Annual Convocation, we 
gladly embrace the^ opportunity afforded us to renew our testimony in 
favor of the non-theological an4 non-sectarian basis of 'Our Association, 
and to declare to the world that our experience has abundantly confirm- 
ed us in the conviction expressed at the outset, viz : That a common 
love of God as the Universal Father, a common love for mankind as 
one Brotherhood, a common thirst for Truth, a common devotion to the 
Right, and common aspirations for Personal Purity and Social Well- 
being, are a far nobler, higher, and stronger bond of Religious l^ellow- 
ship and Fraternity than any thing that has been or can be found in 
creeds, confessions of faith, or forms of worship. Differing very widely 
from one another upon theological points, we have been essentially of 
one heart and one mind in regard to the great moral issues which, from 
time to time, have claimed our attention ; and this oneness of spirit 
in respect to the practical duties of life has preserved us from " foolish 
questions" and "doubtful disputations" and "strifes" of doctrine, and 
enabled us to labor together, with constantly increasing respect, attach- 
ment and affection, for our own edification, comfort and growth, and 
for the highest welfare of the human race. We are greatly encouraged 
and strengthened by the indications which greet us on every hand, that 
the spirit of Progress and Reform is making itself felt, more or less 
powerfully^ in almost every religious denomination ; that the bonds of 
Sect are constantly growing weaker ; that Priestcraft and Churchcraft 
are becoming more and more distasteful and odious in the public esti- 
mation ; and that multitudes of the most enlightened, earnest and de- 
voted men and women of the age are throwing off the trammels of 
superstition, bigotry and intolerance, and seeking such forms of religious 
association as are in accordance with^the fundamental laws of human 
nature, the sovereignty of Conscience, the right of private judgment, 
and the liberty of thought and speech. Grateful for the measure of 
success which has attended our efforts hitherto, and cheered by the 
words of encouragement and hope that greet us on every side, it is our 
earnest desire that we may be found faithful in time to come, and that 
the cause of truth and righteousness may go on to a speedy triumph. 
Signed in behalf of the Yearly Meeting, 

JOSEPH A. DUGDALE,'*) 
RUHANEY WAY, , ^ y (^i^f%y]e 
OLIVER J0HNS0k,''^'^'^^i^^^^^^ 



EXPOSITION OF SENTIMEHS. 

ADOPTED BY THE PENNSYLVANIA YEAKLY MEETINa OF 
PROGRESSIVE FRTENDS. 

To the Friends of Pure and Undejiled Religion^ a/nd to all Seekers after 
Truth, of whatever name or denomination, the Pennsylvania Yearly 
Meeting of Progressive Friends seiideth Gheeting : 

Dear Friends: — Having been led, as we trust, througli obedience 
to the revelations of truth, to form a Religious Association upon princi- 
ples always too little regarded and often trampled under foot by pro- 
fessing Christians and popular sects, we are constrained to address you 
in explanation of our leading sentiments, purposes, plans, and hopes. 
I^ as we believe, the basis of our organization, and the arrangements 
we propose for the culture of man's religious powers, are in harmony 
with the Divine laws, and adapted to the wants of human, nature and 
the demands of the present age, it is certainly incumbent upon u^to 
diffuse the knowledge thereof as widely as possible ; and if, on the 
other hand, " the light that is in us be darlmess," it is proper that we 
should invoke your earnest efforts to redeem us from our errors, and 
turn our feet into the highway of hoKness and truth. We, therefore, 
ask your serious and unprejudiced consideration of the matters presented 
in this Exposition, so that, whether you shall accept or reject our propo- 
sitions, your conclusions may minister to your own peace of mind and 
growth in the love and practice of the trutL 

In our efforts to apply the principles of Christianity to daily life, 
and to social customs and institutions which we deemed subversive of 
individual and national morality, as well as in conflict with the laws of 
. God, we encountered the hostility of the popular sects, to one or an- 
other of whfch most of us belonged, and to which we were bound by 
ties that grew with our growth and strengthened with our strength. 
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Mingling with the chime of church bells and with the ton& of the 
preacher's voice, or breaking upon the stillness of our religious assem- 
blies, we heard the clank of the slave's chain, the groans of the wound- 
ed and dying on the field of bloody strife, the noise of drunken revelry, 
the sad cry of the widow and the fatherless, and the wail of homeless, 
despairing poverty, driven 

**By foul Oppression's ruffian gluttony 
Fortk from life's plenteous feast ; ** 

and when, in obedience to the voice of God, speaking through the 
holiest syndpathies and purest impulses of our Godlike humanity, we 
Bought to arouse our countrymen to united eflfortsfor the relief of human 
suffering, the removal of giant wrongs, the suppression of foul iniquities, 
we found the Church, in spite of her solemn professions, arrayed against 
us, blocking up the path of reform with her serried ranks, prostituting 
her mighty influence to the support oC* wickedness in high places, 
smiling complacently upon the haughty oppressor, "justifying the 
wicked for a reward," maligning the faithful Abdiels who dared to 
stand up for the truth and to testify against . popular crimes — thus 
toaitorously upsetting the very foundations of the Religion she was 
sacredly bound to support and exemplify, and doing in the name of 
Christ deeds at which humanity shuddered, obliterating her indignant 
blushes only with the tears that welled up from the deeps of her great, 
loving heart 

For a time, though not without deep mortification and discourage- 
ment, we bore this appalling delinquency, thinking in our ^ortrsightr 
edness that it was mainly the result of a temporary mistake, and not of 
an incurable leprosy tainting the whole body. In the " patience of 
hope " we toiled on, seeking to reform alike the Church and the world, 
and deeming it certain that the former would speedily abandon her 
fiaJse and smfid position, and " come up to the help of the Lord '* against 
the hosts of unrighteousness and oppression. Our hopes in this respect 
were doomed to a sad and bitter disappointment The leaders of the 
Church, instead of retracing the false step which they had taken, grew 
more and more hostile to the cause of Christian Reform, while there was 
not found in the body enough of moral principle to reject their counsels 
and repudiate their impious claims to a Divine warrant for their crimi- 
nal apostacy. Inflated with spiritual pride, and claiming to be the 
anointed expounders of God's will, they mocked at Philanthropy as no 
part of religion, exalted in its pkce the Dagon of man-mad^Disciplines, 
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aiged obedience to the decisions of Yearly Meetings oi other eccles^ 
astical assemblies, as the sum of human obligation, bade us stifle the 
gushing sympathies which link us to our kind, and passively " wait 
God's time " for the removal of the evils that afl3ict and curse our race ; 
as if God had not revealed his purpose of doing this work by human 
instrumentality — as if there were times when deeds of charity and 
mercy are oflfensive in His sight — as if the cry of suffering Humanitv 
and the emotions it stirs within us were not a suflBcient revelation of 
His will, and we were bound to wait in listless inactivity for some 
supernatural or miraculous manifestation of His authority and power ! 
Alas ! how many have thus waited, until at last the spiritual ear has 
become too dull and heavy to vibrate imder the gentle tones of the 
"still, small voice," and the heart so hard and cold, that it has ceased 
to beat at the cry of mortal woe I Superstition has woven around their 
souls her impenetrable veil, excluding the warm sunlight of God's pre- 
sence, paralyzing their moral energies, and leaving their holiest sympa- 
thies to stagnate for lack of use ; thus unfitting them for the woik 
the good Father sets before them in common with all His children, and 
defeating the great end and purpose of their earthly life. 

When we refused to obey the mandate of our ecclesiastical rulers, 
choosing to hearken to the voice of God rather than unto the voice of 
man, we found our worst foes in our own ^religious households ; the rod 
of ecclesiastical power was lifted above our heads, and some of us were 
made to understand that excommunication was the price to be paid for 
the exercise of that liberty which Jesus proelaimed as the birthright of 
his discij^es. We might have devoted our energies, to the acquisition 
of wealth, and, in imitation of the example of many who stood high in 
the Church, entered into close relations with men devoid of religious 
principle in the pursuit of that object, and no voice of censure or re- 
proof would have been lifted against us ; but when we associated with 
noble men and women, not of our sect, for the purpose <rf abolishing 
slavery, war, intemperance, and other crying abominations, and our 
zeal for humanity made us indifferent to Hie forrm of the Church, 
though more than ever alive to the great principles she had so long 
professed to believe and revere, we were treated as offenders; and the 
strange spectacle was witnessed of bodies, claiming to be God's repre- 
sentatives on earth, excluding from their pale, men and women of blame- 
less lives for loving peace, purity and freedom so devotedly, as to be 
•willing to co-operate with all whose hearts prompted them to labor for 
the promotion of those heavenly virtues. Thus were the ^reat andien- 
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nobling principles of our common humanity subordinated to sectarian 
shibboleths, and, that Divine charity, which is the essence of the God- 
like, and the sum of every virtue in man, naiTowed down to the dimen- 
sions of a particular creed, or smothered imder the petty limitations of 
speculative theology. 

Driven thus to choose between our loyalty to sect and our allegiance 
to God, and feeling still the need of some outward helps in the cultiva- 
tion of the religious sentiment, we were naturally led to investigate 
the whole aubject of religious organization, its nature, uses and sphere, 
and the source and extent of its powers. The result of our inquiries is 
a clear conviction, that Churches, however high their pretensions of au- 
thority derived from God, are only human organizations, and the repos- 
itories of only such powers as may have been rightfully conferred upon 
them by the individuals of whom they are composed, or derived from 
the laws of our social nature. It is time that this truth, so long ob- 
scured by the sorcery of priestcraft, were clearly understood and boldly 
proclaimed. Too long have the common people been deluded with the 
idea that the Church holds a mysterious organic relation t0 the Infi- 
nite, — a relation distinct from that existing between the soul and its 
Creator, and conferring special powers and prerogatives. Perhaps no 
error has done more than this to debase and enslave the mind of man, 
to fetter his godlike powers, and make him the ready instrument of 
superstition and priestcraft. It is the most vicious element of Popery, 
from which our Protestant sects are not yet delivered. Our religion, 
which should make us free and self-reliant, willing to bend the knee only 
to God, as he stands revealed to our own consciousness, withered by the 
touch of this superstition, becomes, in the hands of ambitious and designing 
men, the instrument of our degradation, the symbol of littleness, meanness, 
bigotry and hypocrisy. The Romish Church sets up for herself a claim of 
absolute infallibility, and the various Protestant sects, professing to deride 
her pretensions, yet tax our credulity scarcely less. From the Episcopal 
Church, with her imposing ritual and elaborate ceremonials, down to mod- 
em Quakerism, with its professed abjuration of all forms, its rustic garb 
and look of " meek simplicity," all seem deluded with thef idea that the 
Church, being made aft^r a Divine pattern, is supematurally preserved 
from error. Even the Quaker regards the decision of his Yearly Meeting 
with a superstitious reverence scarcely inferior to that which the Catho- 
lic awards to the decrees of the Pope and the Cardinals. Do his rea- 
son and common sense suggest that the Yearly Meeting has decided 
erroneously or unjustly, he banishes the thought as little ^^sYthanim-i 
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pious, becomes sile-it if not acquiescent, and mayhap lays his reason 
and common sense a sacrifice on the altar of the Church. Poor man ! 
let him be once fairly convinced that ecclesiastical bodies, however sa 
cred their professions, however worthy of esteem within their legiti- 
mate sphere, are yet only human^ and without authority to bind the 
conscience even of the humblest of God's children, and he will no longer 
dare to oflfer such a sacrifice, to dishonor his Creator by debasing his 
own exalted powers. 

It would be easy to show that this claim of supernatural power, on 
the part of the organized Church, is at war with the whole genius and 
spirit of Christianity as exhibited in the life and teachings of Jesus, and 
without warrant in the writings of the Apostles and primitive Christians, 
as well as subversive of individual rights and responsibilities. Jesus 
nowhere indicated an intention to organize a Church clothed with such 
power. Indeed, it does not appear from his recorded words that he 
even contemplated any organization whatever of those who should em- 
brace his doctrines. He specified no such work as incumbent upon 
those whom he sent forth as witnesses of the truth, but left them to 
adopt such instrumentalities as might seem to them adapted to promote 
the object of their mission. The Apostles did indeed organize Churches, 
but they did not pretend that they were framed after a Divinely pre- 
scribed pattern, still less that they were clothed with a supernatural 
power. " It was not," says a learned writer,* " until the number of personal 
followers of Jesus increased by thousands, and theneedof some organization 
began to be felt, that any thing like the institution of a distinct and perma- 
nent religious society appears to have been definitely contemplated. And 
then nothing more was done^ than was necessary to that present exigency. 
Thus the whole institution of the Church, at Jerusalem grew up by 
degrees, as one step after another was called for by a succession of cir- 
cumstances altogether peculiar,^ A religious periodical of high authority 
in matters of ecclesiastical history, f testified, some years since, as fol- 
lows : " Men have clung as with a dying grasp to a few shreds of an- 
cient tradition,* and deemed it sacrilege to meddle with these consecrated 
relics. They have attached a peculiar saCredness to their own constitu- 
tions, councils, ordinances, creeds and decisions, as if they rested on 
Divine right and apostolic authority. . . .The beautiful theories of Church 
government,, devised with so much care and put together with so much 
skill and art, have, we are sure, no manner of resemblance to the 

* Leonard Bacon, in his "Manual for Young Church M€ml:ftra.'*jj]p 
+ The Christian Spectator, Sept., 1833. o 
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Churclies mentioned in the Acts and Epistles. The primitive Chris- 
tians, could they%ome among us, would be not a little surprised to hear 
their assemblies, gathered by stealth for worship, with or without par- 
ticular standing officers, referred to as the models after which the super- 
structure of denominational Churches is supposed to be fashioned. 
They were simple-hearted men and women, ejcposed to continual perse- 
cution, and bound together in Christian love ; forming and modifying 
their regulations Exactly as was needed ; never once dreaming that they 
or their successors were bound to a single system by some great code, 
provided by Divine authority . . . .The reason of associating together 
was, to further this great end, mutually to enliven the feelings of devo- 
tion, strengthen the principles of piety, and aid in, and urge to, the dis- 
charge of duty. . . .Some things were practised in some Churches and 
not in others. Some officers existed in one and not in another ; some 
met in one place and not in another; and all had a right to do what- 
ever might he conducive to the general good^ 

We have dwelt at some length on this point, because we deem it of 
fundamental importance. This claim of organic communion with God 
lies at the root of many evils in the Churches around us, and hence we 
desire to make our denial of its validity as emphatic as possible. We 
would impress upon the minds of all whom our voice may reach, the 
truth, that there i& no mysterious alchemy whereby a company of men, 
mean and selfish as individuals, are transmuted into a holy body ; no Divine 
afflatus vouchsafed to them in the mass, superseding the necessity of 
personal conformity to the will of God. Such a claim is the acme of 
superstition and imposture. It is amazing that it should for so long a 
period have deceived and befooled the nations I When will the people 
learn tliat there is nothing Divine, nothing too sacred for investigation, 
in the artificial arrangements and prescribed formalities of sects % Alas ! 
what multitudes join the popular Churches, submitting to their rites and 
paying the expenses of their administration, deluding themselves mean- 
while with the idea that they are thus ensuring their eternal salvation 
even though their daily lives are defiled by sordid and debasing acts, 
and they scarcely lift a finger or breathe one honest aspiration for their 
own or the world's moral improvement I 

Our inquiries into the nature and uses of Religious Organization 
havfe also brought us to the conclusion, that the Churches around us have 
made a vital mistake in demanding uniformity of belief in respect to 
scholastic theology, ordinances, rites and forms, as a condition of reli- 
gious fellowship and the basis of associated effort. It would l^anllv be 
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possible to exaggerate the evils resulting fix>m this mistake. It has led 
the Church into dissensions, hypocrisy and all uncharitableness, and in- 
stead of promoting a manly, vigorous and healthful piety, which ever 
manifests itself in works of practical benevolence and would make her a 
burning and a shining light in the presence of surrounding darkness, it 
narrows the scope of her vision, dwarfs the intellect, smothers the heart, 
and makes her the purveyor of traditions and shams, a covert for mean- 
ess and treachery, and a hiding-place for the perpetrators and apologists 
of popular wickedness. It reverses the arrangements proposed by Jesus 
and his early followers, putting that first which should be last, the inci- 
dental in place of the primary, the temporary in place of the eternal 
Jesus enjoins it upon his hearers to " seek/r^^ the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness ; " but the popular Church practically tells us, on pain 
of eternal perdition, to seek first of aU the theology of that kingdom, as- 
suring us, with impious tongue, that if we only master that, get its dif- 
ferent parts properly arranged and labelled, and learn to believe them, 
however inconsistent with each other, and contrary to our reason and 
common sense, the righteousness may safely enough be left to take care 
of itself I Instead of requiring as the evidence of our piety the " fruits " 
demanded in the Gospel of Jesus, it sneers at " good works '^ as " car- 
nal " and inefficacious, bids us mind our catechisms, disciplines and con- 
fessions of faith ; to come regularly to its assemblies, and worship accord- 
ing to its prescribed forms ! It is no wonder that politicians, bent upon 
schemes of selfish aggrandizement, mock at the Higher Law, and declare 
their own oppressive statutes a finality, when the Church is found thus 
corrupt and apostate. No marvel that insatiate Wealth tramples upon 
lowly Poverty; that War's "red thunders" reverberate round the world • 
that Drunkenness counts its victims by tens of thousands ; that Land 
Monopoly grinds humanity in the dust ; that Lust is doing his work of 
defilement and shame with impunity ; that immortal, beings are driven 
to their daily toil under the lash, and even sold in the shambles, when 
the Church profiers absolution for such crimes upon terms so easy of 
fulfilment. 

The natural counterpart of this false and superstitious devotion to 
creeds and forms is an unnatural sourness and melancholy — a Pharisai- 
cal s|)irit, which frowns uporf amusements as an offence to God, and 
which would cover the face of society with a sanctimonious gloom as 
repugnant to Religion as to unperverted human nature. The victims 
of this spirit converse about religion, not in 'manly and natural tones, 
indicative of sincerity and earnestness, but in a whining, canting man- 
Digitized by VjOOQ IC 
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ner, as if it were a burden hard to be borne, but which they reluctantly 
consent to carry during their mortal life, as the only means of eternal 
salvation ! We are persuaded that the exhibitions of this spirit on the 
part of the Church have produced incalculable mischief, by exciting the 
prejudices of the young against all Religion as necessarily of'an ascetic 
character, and by placing amusements beyond the pale of Christiaik in- 
fluence, thus making them liable to excesses which might otherwib^ be 
avoided. The Christian, of all other persons, should not be of a sad coun- 
tenance, but ever cheerful and hopeful in hJs demeanor, making the very 
atmosphere he breathes a witness of the serene joy that dwells m his 
heart No false idea of sanctity, no superstitious or fanatical " worry ^ 
about his soul, should he ever suffer to make his presence distasteful and 
unwelcome to the young. 

We cannot undeilake to particularize all the errors of principle and 
practice in the popular Churches, which our investigations have revealed 
to us ; but there is one more which we n\ust not pass in silence. We 
allude to that vicious and despotic feature in the organization of most 
of them, which, beginning in the subordination of the individual to the 
local Church, or to Elders, Overseers, or other officers thereof, ends in 
the subjection of local bodies to some larger assembly or central power. 
There are, indeed, some Churches which have attempted to abolish this 
system, but they are still too much bound by usage to practices incon- 
sistent with their theories. Experience, as well as observation, has 
taught us that local organizations should in the first place be formed 
upon principles which will offer the best possible safeguard to the equal 
rights of the individual members, and discourage tyranny, whether of 
the many or the few ; and, in the next place, that they should never 
allow any other body, however numerous or imposing, to exercise 
authority over them. The forms of Church organization, instead of being 
Such as are suggested by the ideas of individual freedom and responsi- 
bility which pervade the teachings of Jesus, would seem to have been 
borrowed from anti-Christian and despotic systems of civil government, 
whereof force is the vital and controlling element Under suph forms, 
religious tyranny, always difficult of repression, is sure to spring up into 
a vigorous life. It w6uld be easy to illustrate this truth by a reference . 
to the history of any of those Churches in which the affiliated and sub- 
ordinating system of government prevails, but the experience of many 
of our number naturally leads us to point to the Society of Friends as a 
warning against this lamentable evil. The setting apart of ministers as 
a distinct order of persons, and for life ; the appointment of 

Digitized by 



22 

in judgment upon the services of the Ministry, and to determine officiaDj 
what is and what is not inspiration ; the subjection of individual liberty 
to official dictation ; the subordination of Preparative to Monthly, of 
Monthly to Quarterly, of Quarterly to Yearly Meetings ; all this affords 
a covert for despotic authority. It is an arrangement whereby the few 
are enabled to control the many, and to carry into successful operation 
their plans for keeping the Church popular with the world, while she is 
trampling upon her own most vital principles, and obstinately refusing 
to do the work for which she 'was originally established. It aggravates, 
moreover, all the other evils which have crept into the body^and renders 
the work of reform extremely difficult, if not impossible. 

But while we thus earnestly deny the claims of Religious Associa- 
tions to Divine authority, and maintain that they form no exception to 
the rule, that '* institutions are made for man, not man for institutions,** 
and while we would fearlessly expose all that is wrong in existing 
Churches, we do not therefore repudiate such associations as necessarily 
evil. Founded upon right principles, adjusted to the wants of our social 
nature, within their legitimate sphere as the servants and helpers, not 
the masters of the soul, as a means and not an end, we esteem them of 
great importance. It is only when they interpose between our con- 
sciences and God, assuming to tell us authoritatively how much and 
what we must believe, and virtually trampling under foot the right .of 
private judgment, that our manhood prompts us to reject them. The 
mistakes which men have made in their efforts to realize the benefits of 
Religious Association, however strange and even preposterous they may 
appear to u| at this advanced period of the world's history, were only 
the incidents of Humanity imperfectly informed and developed. They 
should not therefore discourage us, still less lead us into other errors at 
the opposite extreme. Men have also made great mistakes in science, 
and in things pertaining to physical life — ^in astronomy, chemistry, and 
the mechanic arts, and even in agriculture; and it would be no more 
absurd to urge these mistakes as a reason for abandoning all associated 
effort in such matters, than it would be to allege the similar blunders 
into which men have fallen in regard to Religion, and the abuses grow- 
ing out of them, as a reason why we should resist the strong impulse of 
our nature which prompts us to combine our efforts for the promotion of 
piety and good morals. Past errors and present imperfections, instead 
of affording an argument against organization, are only illustrations of 
its necessity, as a means whereby the strong may help the weak, the 
highly cultivated soul minister to ^e edification of U>06e less enlightened, 
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vend "SOdial infltienT^ become the aid and suppott dT mdividtial viitoo. 
Beavers do not more naturally combine to build their habitations, than 
men and women, inspired by a common love of God and Humanity, 
and a common thirst for religious excellence, mingle and combine thek 
individual efforts for the promotion of pure and undefiled reh'gion among 
themselves and llirorughout the world. 

In forming The Pennsylvania Yearly Meeting of Progressive 
FriendSy we have followed the instincts of our moral and sodal nature, 
and acted upon the settled conviction, that such an organization was 
accessary to onr highest eflScieaicy in the work which our Heavenly 
Fallier has given us to do. We seek not to diminish, but to intensify, 
in ourselves the sense of individual responsibility^— not to escape from 
duty, but to aM one another in its performance — ^to lift up before all who 
may be influenced by our words or actions a high standard of moral 
and religious excellenoe — to commit ourselves before the world as the 
fiiends of i%hteousness and truth, and as under the highest obligations 
to labor for the redemption of mankind from every form of error and sin. 

It has been our honest endeavor to avoid, if possible, the mistakes 
into which previous organizations have so generally fEillen, and especial- 
iy those radical errors which are pointed out in this address. To this 
'end we have made our association as simple es possible, having done 
little more than to provide for an annual assembly. We claim for this 
organisation no other powers than such as we ourselves have conferred 
' upon it in consistency with our own and others' individual freedom* 
We make no draft upon the veneration of our fellow-men for any ar- 
rangement that we have adopted, or may adopt hereafter. Veneration 
is due only to God, and to those eternal principles of Rectitude, 
Justice and Love, ci which He is tibe embodiment 

W9 have set f<^th no forms nor ceremonies ; nor have we sought to 
impose upon ourselves or others a system of doctrinal belie£ Such, 
matters we have left where Jesus left tiiem, with the conscience and 
common sense of the individual. It has been our cherished purpose to 
restore the union between ReHgicm and Life, and to place works of 
goodness and mercy isx above theological speculations and scholastic sub- 
tleties of doctrine. Creed-making is not among the objects of our asso- 
ciation. Christianity, as it presents itself to our minds, is too deep, too 
broad, and too high, to be brought within the ;cold propositions of the 
theologian. We should as soon think of bottling up the sunshine for 
the use of posterity, as of attempting to adjust the free and universal 
{ffinciptes taught and exemplified by Jesus of Nazareth to ih^rB^o^^s^^ 



24 

9 man-made creed. Churelies wUek undertake this impious and isch 
practicable work doom themselves thereby to barrenness and death. In- 
stead of being warmed and animated by that living faith which ^ workt 
by love " and overcomes the world, they lapse into bigotry and intoler- 
ance, and their formularies, having no life in themselves, become at 
length mere petrifactions, fossil remains of ideas, which, however sig- 
aificant once, have no longer any adaptation to the condition of the race. 
It is sad to behold a Ohmrch, with Christ's name upon its brow, turning 
away from the wells of imnoortal truth, and clinging with superstitious 
pertinacity and veneration to the shell of an ancient creed, or the letter of 
an ancient Discipline, from which the original soul long since took its 
flight; swifl to frown upon the slightest departure from its forms and 
theories, but slow to utter a testimony against a popular sin ; ever zeal- 
ous in tithing '^mint, anise and cummin/' but heavy of step and slow of 
speech when the great interests of Humanity are at stake. 

Our terms of membership are at once simple, |Nractical and catholic 
If we may be said to have a test, it is one which applies to the heart 
and the life, not to the head nor to any of its speculations. Our platform 
is broad as Humanity, and comprehensive as Truth. We interrogate 
no man as to his theological belief; we send no Committees to pry into 
the motives of those who may desire to share ihe beneiRts of our Associ- 
ation ; but <^n the door to all who recognize the Equal Brotherhood of 
the Human Family, without regard to sex, coIot or condition, and who 
acknowledge the duty of definii^ and illustrating their faith in God, ' 
not by assent to a creed, but by lives of personal purity, and works of 
beneficence and charity to mankind. If, by any possibility, there should 
be found here and there a sincere inquirer after truth, who may not feel 
himself included in this invitation to membership, we shall still bid him 
ii^lcome to our assemblies, and listen with patience to whatever his 
highest convictions may prompt him to offer. We do not seek to bind 
our Association togeHier by external bands, nor by agreement in the- 
ological opinions. Identity oi object, oneness of spirit in respect to 
the practical duties of life, the coihmunion of soul with soul in a 
common love of the beautiful and true, and a common aspiration after 
moral excellence, — ^these are our bond of union ; and when these shall 
die out in our hearts, nothing will remain to hold us together ; and 
those who shall come after us will not be subjected to the trouble of 
tearing down a great ecclesiastical edifice, constructed by our hands, 
before they can make provision for the supply of their own reli- 
gious wants. ^^ I 

Digitized 'by VjOOQ IC 



as 

' Hid name of onr Aflsociatioii is suggestrve of its Instoiy and piinek^ 
pies. As a sign of our adherence to the great moral testimonies whick 
the Society of Friends has so long professed, as weU as for historical 
reasons, we have adopted in part the name chosen by Fox, Penn, and 
other reformers of a past generation, for the Societies which they 
founded, and which, we regset to say, have in our day widely departed 
£x>m the spirit and principles of those ilUistrious men. The term ^Pro- 
^esswe^ is intended as a recognition of the fact, that our knowledge of 
truth is limuted,- and a& an indication of an honest purpose on our part 
to '' go on unto perfection," and to avail oursdves from time to time <^ 
whatever new light may be died upon our path. Our meetings are at 
present conducted very much like those of the Society of Friends, ex- 
<^ept tha^ they are not rated by Elders, and that we have among us no 
privileged class called Ministers. We welcome aUke the word of exhor- 
tation, the voice of prayer, and the song of praise and thanksgiving, 
whichever may well up from the ''^nner Alness" of the devoted heart; 
and if at any time words shall be uttered that aj^ear to us to savor not 
of life but of contention and speculation, while we may feel called upon 
to speak our own sentiments with freedom, we hope not to be found 
denying the liberty of speech to others. Some may fear that liberty 
«o unrestricted may lead to disorder aod confusion, but we are per 
fiuaded that gentleness and fori»earance are more potent than official 
dictation, and that the instinctive sense of right and wrong, in the breast 
of even a misguided and obtrusive man, will aiford t^ best safeguard 
of propriety and order in our assemblies. 

As a Yeariy Meeting, we disclaim all.discapinary authority, whether 
over individual members or local Associaticms. We shall, from time to 
time, dedare our sentiments on such subjects as may demand our atten- 
tion ; but they will be armed with no other force than that which our 
moral influence may impart, or which may belong to the nature of truth 
when earnestly and honestly ^pokeo. It wiH t>e our aim to cherish 
freedom of thought and speech, on every subject relating to man^t 
highest welfare. In saying this, we have no mental reservations to mock 
the earnest seeker after tiuth. We have no thunderbolts to launch 
at thc^e whose perc^tions of truth lead them to different conclusions 
from those of the majority ; no edicts of excommunication to scare tho 
«oul from its researches ; no sanctimonious scowl to dart at him who 
. carries the torch of free inquiry into the very holy of holies. We know 
of no question too sacred for examination, nor in respect to which hu- 
man reason should yield to human authori^^ however anda^nt or yea • 
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Oar organizBtaoir is fbrmed upon s«cli princi]d6S, Aai wbile the body 
will not be responsible for the acts of individuals, so, on the other hanc^ 
individuals and minorities may avoid responsibility for any acts of the 
body which they do not af^ove-^ by reoorditig their votes a^inst suclk 
acts, or, if they think the case demands it, by a protest It will, more- 
over, be the right of any iadividual t^ withdraw from the Association at 
any moment, withoat being required to give reasons foi so doing, and 
without being subjected to censure on the part of the meeting. 

Serving that local Associaticms, similar in their principles and 
aims to ours, would meet the wants^ of multitudes at the present day^ 
and that they would be likely to accomplish great good, we hope to se» 
such established in every oommunity where a sufficient number of per- 
sons are found ready ft>r the work. The men and womea who are en- 
gaged in* the various moral reforms of the day, and who have become 
weary of the prevalent sectarianism^ might, we believe, gain strength 
ibr their special labors by establishing regular meedngs^on the First day 
of the week, for mutual edification and improvement, for an initerchang» 
of the sympatlBes growing out of common pursmts- and trials, and foi 
(ihe cultivation of their moral and religious powers* The principle d 
human fraternity would be theieby strengthened amoi^ them^ and theiv 
dtifedren be preserved from many unhealthful influences, and prepared 
to meet the full responsibilities of life in a spirit becoming ta the age ia 
which .their lot haa been cast Surely, these are olDJects worthy of oub 
earnest thought and most careful atteation. Our province i» not that 
of iconoclasts alone. We must build as well as destroy. If there ara 
evil institutions to be overthrown and pernicious customs to be- uproot- 
ed, so also ia there need of a new social fabric^ of whieh righteousness 
and peaoe are to be the foundations. If there are vices tobe done away» 
so also are tiiere virtues to be promoted ; if there ane corrupt trees to be 
hewn down and cast into the fire, so also are there plants of godliness toi 
be trained, and flowers of heavenly beautj'and fragrance to be nurtured^ 
And in this work we must help eadi other, not occasionally and inci- 
dentally alone, but regularly and systematically. The arrangements 
for meetings should in every case be* adapted to the peculiar wants and 
tastes of the communities in whidi they are respectively held, care being 
taken to keep forms subordinate to works of practice goodness and be- 
neficence. It is neither necessary nor desirable that one meetin/B^ 
should be an exact copy of another. Adhering closely to fundamental 
principles, there will still be scope for a variety of modes and forms. 

The.loc^ Associations, should da more than, hold weekluneetmok 
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They should regard it a sacred duty to provide for the visitadon and 
help of the poor in their reactive neighborhoods, to lend their sym- 
pathy and encouragement to such as are borne down under heavy trials, 
and to afford prompt and efficient aid in eveiy right effort for the pro- 
motion of Temperance, Peace, Anti-Slavery, Education, the Equal Rights 
of Woman, &c: ; that thus the public may be convinced that the Religion 
they seek to diffuse and establish is not an aggregation of my8terie§| 
abstractions, and unmeaning forms, but a Religion for practical, every- 
day use, whose natural tendency is to fructify the conscience, intennfy 
the sense of moral responsibiUty, purify and ennoble the aims of men« 
and thus to make society wiser, better, and happier. Su(jh Associations, 
moreover, ought to regard it as their special function to cultivate and 
develope the religious sentiment among their members, and, so £str 
as possible, in the community generally. For this puipose they would 
do well to establish libraries, in which the works of eminent anti-eec- 
tarian writers upon moral, ethical, and religious subjects might become 
accessible to all classes, especially to the young. 

Such Associations would naturally communicate, by letter or other- 
wise, with the Yearly Meeting, each giving that body the results 
of its own peculiar experience, and reqeiving in return the experiences 
of others, with such suggestions as the Yearly Meeting, upon a care- 
ful comparison of the whole, may be qualified to make. The various 
Yearly Meetings may also strengthen one another*s hands by fraternal 
correspondence and coimsel ; and thus, without ecclesiastical authority 
or domination on the part of any, the whol'e body of believers in prao- 
tical Christianity throughout the country may be cemented togetl^r in 
Christian love, and prepared to labor in harmony for the redemption of 
mankind from every evil and false way, and for the establishment of 
univeisal righteousness, purity, and peace. A Church thus united 
would wield a morsl power like that of the Aposties and immediate 
followers of Jesus, and the means by which it would conquer the world 
are those which an Apostle has described : " By pureness, by know 

LEDGE, BY LONGH3X7FFBRING, BY THE HOLY SpIBIT, BY LOVE UNFEIGNED, 
BY THE ARMOB OF RIGHTEOUSNESS ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON 
THE LEFT." 

Dear Friends I are these ideas of. a Church Utopian f Are we 
dreamers and enthusiasts ? or is the day foretold by ancient prophets 
and bards beginning to dawn upon our darkness and to light the dull 
horizon with its revivifig rays ? Are we always to walk amid shadows 
vidshamfl! Do we not hear the voice <^ God speaking to us m the de 
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silence of our souls, and uttering itself in the events tLat are passing be- 
fore us, bidding us awake fr6m opr slumbers, to cast away our doubts^ 
and purify ourselves for the work of building up a pure Christianity 
upon the earth ? Are not the fields every where white unto the harvest ? 
and are there not all around us men and women, whose hearts God 
hath touched with holy fire, and who stand ready to enlist with us in 
this glorious cause ? Let us, then, not falter, nor hesitate. What if 
our numbers are few, and the hosts of superstition and sin stand before 
us in menacing array ? What are their boasts to us, when we know 
that the truth we promulgate is '' a part of the celestial machinery of 
God,** and that, " whoso pute that machinery in gear for mankind 
hath the Almighty to turn his wheel ? ** 

••O, brother man! fold to thy heart thy brother; 
Where pity dwells, the peace of God is there ; 
To worship rightly, is to love each other. 

Each smile a hymn, each kindly deed a prayer. 

'* Follow with reverent steps the great example 
Of Him whose holy work was ' doing good ;' 
S(> sliall the wide earth seem our Father's temple^ 
Each loying life a palm of gratitude. 

'Then shall all shackles fall ; the stormy jclangor 

Of wild war music o*er the earth shaU cease ; 
Love shall tread out the baleful fire of anger, 

And in its ashes plant the tree of peace." 

Signed on behalf and by direction of the Pennsylvania Yearly 
Meeting of Progressive Friends, held at Old Kennett, Chester County, by 
adjournments, from the 22d to the 25th of Fifth Month, 1863. 

Joseph A. Duodale, ) rn ^ 
SiDNSY Peircx, j-^ierjca, 



Cor fHend, Joskph A. Ditodalb, being present irtth ns, the trathftil and luminous Expo- 
sition of Sentiments put forth by the Pennsylvania Yearly Meeting of Ptogreesive Friends^ 
recently held at *' Old Kennett,^ Chester County, was presented and read. The magnitude 
and importance of the principles embraced, and their appositeness to the present wants of 
society, were deeply felt; and this meeting earnestly reoonmiends to its members th^ oo-o(>- 
eration in the circulation (tf the document ' 

Signed by direction of the Yearly Meeting of Congregational Friends, held in Waterloo^ 
Seneca County, N. Y., from the 6th to the 7th at the Sixth month, inclusive, 1858. 

THOMAS ft'CLINTOCK, 1 
toODA Da GABMO» A ^. 
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I. AMUSEMENTS— THEIR USES AND ABUSES 

Amusements are rarely spoken of in religious assemblies, except 
to be deprecated and denounced. The sects, witb scarcely an excep- 
tion, regard tbem witb a suspicious and unfriendly eye, as beneath 
the dignity of man, at war with piety, and perilous to the soul. 
Against them preachers and elders lift up their warning voice, ecclesi- 
astical convocations proclaim an undying hostility. Tract Societies 
utter their solemn dehortations, and religious periodicals swell the 
voice of rebuke and condemnation. The American Church, which 
can see no crime in selling the image of God in the shambles, and 
even finds in the New Testament a charter for bondage and a bene- 
diction for the slave-hunter, frowns upon the dance as an offence to 
Christianity and a sin against God ! 

Whence arises this hostility to amusements ? Is it founded in 
reason, or is it, like many other prevailiug ideas and customs, the re- 
sult of a misconception of the nature of man and of religion ? The 
question, whichever way it may be answered, is one of great practical 
importance, and deserves the serious attention of a Religious Society, 
organized avowedly on the principle of progress, professing allegiance 
to no creed or custom of the past, but to follow with reverent step 
the light of Truth, whithersoever it may lead the way. If amuse- 
ments are sinful, tending to undermine the foundations of religion 
and good morals, the Progressive Friends should promptly imite 
with other religious bodies in discountenancing them. If, on the 
other hand, they are not only innocent in themselves, but conducive 
to man's happiness and normal development, we ought to encourage 
them among ourselves, and labor in all proper ways to avert from 
them the hostility of others. 

That there is in human- nature a fondness for amusements, a con- 
8cious want which nothing else can supply, will not, we think, bo 
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deniecL Tbb want is manifested in onr earliest in&ncy ; it is im- 
perious in its cravings during the period of youth, 

** When, like a fountain sparkling from the earth, 
Borsts habbling from the breast the melody of mirth ; " 

it is deeply felt when the labors, perplexities and disappointments of 
adult life severely task our powers ; and, however sternly its pleadings 
may have been repressed or denied, it never quite dies out even in 
old age, or in the height of one^s religiousness.* On this point we 
may confidently appeal to universal experience and oUs^rvation. 
What shall we say then ? Shall we affirm that this want was im- 
planted in us by our beneficent Creator to mock and tantalize us ? 
Might we not as rationally conclude that the love of society^ the thirst 
for knowledge, or any other natural desire, whether of the mind or 
the body, was designed, not to minister to our enjoyment through its 
gratification, but only to develop within us the power of self-denial ? 
What impiety — ^nay, what infidelity — is involved in this impeach- 
ment of the Divine wisdom and goodness I When shall we comprehend 
the full significance of the truth, that we are the offspring of the living 
God, and created in his image and likeness ? When shall we learn 
that his will concerning us is expressed in the nature he has given us ; 
that every normal want of mind or body is an infallible revelation of 
a Divine law — ^a revelation transcending the authority of any creed, 
tradition or parchment, however sacred or venerable ? In the practi- 
cal concerns of life, how often is this only authoritative revelation set 
at naught! Institutions and customs are adjudged to be right or 
wrong, not in the light of this primary and fundamental test, but ac- 
cording to their conformity, or want of conformity, to the arbitrary 
maxims of a conventional morality, or to the dogmas and traditions 
of a benighted and degenerate Church. Taught in the school of a 
fidse theology to regard human nature as " carnal " and " depraved," 
we stifle her voice in the din and clatter of conflicting creeds, dis- 
honoring our immortal birthright by unmanly subserviency to precepts 
and usages, begotten of ignorance and superstition and enforced by 
fear. With atheistic infatuation we avert our eyes from the light 
that streams into our minds and hearts from the Sun of Kighteousness, 
and glows with a Divine effulgence in every part even of our physi- 
cal organism, and, in the bewilderment that follows, we surrender 
ourselves to the guidance of a priesthood arrogant and presumptuous, 
and without illumination save from " sparks of their own kindling." 
We assert with confidence that the prejudice which places amuse- 

* It is somewhere stated that even John Calvin was wont, after preaching on Sanday, to go 
t into a field near his house, and recreate himself by pitching qnoits with some of his fellowa. 
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ments in tlie list of things forbidden, has its root in the asceticism 
which disfigures the popular faith, and which, instead of giving scope 
for the normal activity bf all the elements of human nature, puts one 
class of our faculties jinder sentence of outlawry, and teaches us to 
employ another class, no whit more Divine, in waging against them a 
fratricidal and exterminating war. In this unnatural, and therefore 
impious conflict, we disturb the healthful balance of our powers, and 
carry disorder and confusion into all the arrangements of society. 
The mind, thus violently restricted in one direction and cruelly per- 
verted in another, becomes too often the ^rey of morbid sensibility 
and malign passion. Thus is life poisoned at the fountain — thus are 
all its sweetest juices turned into gall. Piety, which should be the 
redolence of a character developed into every manly excellence — a 
crown of joy, winning the heart of every wanderer from God's fold 
by its all-satisfying loveliness and beauty — ^blighted by asceticism, 
becomes a hideous spectre, grotesque, sepulchral and fantastic — ^its 
song an unatural whine, its voice a menacing growl, appealing only 
to our fears. 

The piety inculcated by Jesus is not, as many seem to suppose, a 
fanatical ecstasy over the mutilation or destruction of a part of our 
faculties, but the efflorescence of our whole nature, harmoniously de- 
veloped, every faculty of mind, body and soul active according to its 
own special law, and contributing something to the flower, without 
which its form were less perfect, its hue less heavenly, its fragrance 
less divine. It is not by " fasts and forms, and ostentatious self-im- 
positions " and scourgings, that we can hope to win the favor of God, 
but by a cheerful obedience to the laws of our nature, by lives con- 
secrated to purity and truth. To fit ourselves for heaven it is not 
necessary to make ourselves uncomfortable on earth ; for " godliness 
hath the promise of this life as well as of that which is to come," 
giving us " a thousand fold " in the one, and " everlasting " joys in 
the other. Religion rightly understood, does not contract, but en- 
large our capacity for earthly enjoyment, imparting a more exquisite 
relish to every pleasure of mind and sense. It was not designed to 
*make us sorrowful, melancholy and 'cadaverous, but round-faced, 
happy and joyful. A modern writer,* as eminent for his piety as for 
his intellectual attainments, has illustrated this point with such 
striking clearness and beauty, that we cannot forbear to quote his 
words. 

" To some, perhaps to many, religion and amusement seem mu- 
tually hostile, and he who pleads for the one may fall undcMUspiciop 
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of tmfaitlifulness to the other. But to fight against otir nature is not 
to serve the cause of sound morals. God, who gave us our nature, 
who has constituted body and mind incapable of continued effort, 
who has implanted a strong desire for recreation after labor, 
who has made us for smiles much mbre than for tears, who has made 
laughter the most contagious of all sounds, whose Son hallowed a 
marriage-feast by his presence and sympathy, who has sent the child 
firesh from his creating hand to develop its nature by active sports, 
and who has endowed both young and old with a keen susceptibility 
of enjoyment from wit and humor — He, who thus formed us, cannot 
have intended us for a dull, monotonous life, and cannot frown on 
pleasures which solace our fatigue and refresh our spirits for coming 
toils. It is not only possible to reconcile amusement with duty, 
but to make it the- means of more animated exertion, more faithful 
attachments, more grateful piety. True religion is at once authori- 
tative and beAign. It calls us to suffer, to die, rather than swerve a 
hairVbreadth from what God enjoins as right and good; but it 
• teaches us that it is right and good, in ordinary circumstances, to 
unite relaxation with toil, to accept God's gifts with cheerfulness, 
and to lighten the heart, in the intervals of exertion, by social 
pleasures." 

The evils which result from placing the joyous elements of human 
nature under the ban of religion, and subjecting mankind to unnat- 
ural and artificial restraints, are so multifarious that a volume would 
scarcely suffice for their delineation. On the one hand, it takes from 
religion its softening and humanizing features, leading inevitably to 
bigotry, intolerance, and persecution ; and on the other, by divorcing 
amusements from the legitimate and wholesome restraints of religion, 
it leads to mischievous abuses. If we have religion without amuse- 
ments, we must also have amusements without religion, the one being 
the natural counterpart of the other ; and it is difficult to say on 
which side the evils of this unnatural divorcement are most deeply 
felt. That asceticism, by proscribing social pleasures, exerts a hard- 
ening and dehumanizing infiuence is seen in the indisputable fact, 
that ascetics, in every age of the world, have been distinguished for 
an intolerant and persecuting spirit. The ancient Scribes and Phari- 
sees were the first sect of ascetics (unless we except the Hindoos) of 
whom history gives us any distinct account. They frowned upon the 
innocent pastimes of the nation to which they belonged, and were 
exceedingly punctilious in ritual observances, fasts, and mortifica- 
tions ; but they devoured widows' houses, and conspired together with 
malignant hate to crucify the prophet of Nazareth and persecute his 
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faithful followers even tmta deatL The Inquisition, with all its in- 
human paraphernalia of torture, whence came it ? From men who 
accepted with thankfulness the natural bounties of Providence and 
found delight in social refinements and joys? No, But from those 
who taught that religion was at deadly feud with nature, and that 
amusements were heinous sins, a contrivance of the devil to lure souls 
to eternal 4)erdition. And in more modem times it will be found 
that religious intolerance and persecution have marked the career of 
sects just in proportion as the spirit of asceticism has mingled with 
their faith. The most "gloomy-browed" sects exhibit least of the 
spirit of humanity, are always the most zealous in proscribing and* 
vexing thpse whom they esteem as heretics, and the last to yield any 
thing to the spirit of progress. The gallows and the Fugitive Slave 
law find the most bitter and unscrupulous advocates among those 
who take the lead in placing the seal of condemnation upon " worldly 
amusements." The slave-hunt wakens hardly a throb of virtuous 
indignation in their bosoms; the spectacle of a mother returning 
manacled to the bondage which she dreads worse than death'Starts 
in them no tear of S3rmpathy, rouses them to no protest, no denuncia- 
tion ; but show them a company of men and maidens, or merry-voiced 
and rosy-cheeked children, moving joyously in the dance, and forth- 
with a scowl is on their brows and earnest dehortations leap from 
their tongues ! 

From a religion so revolting to their noblest instincts the young 
turn away in perplexity and disgust, and, in the absence of that 
healthful restraint which a purer faith would supply, they too often 
resort to amusements vicious in themselves, or that have been made 
so through unnecessary abuses. Par^tal influence, working con- 
stantly in the face of an imperious and unsatisfied natural want, soon 
loses its power over the conscience ; and the child, finding home a 
place of irksome restrictions, seeks in the society of jovial and thought- 
less persons, perhaps amidst the allurements of vice and dissipation, 
the social pleasures he so earnestly craves. It is in this way chiefly 
that the very name of amusements becomes a terror to serious and 
well-meaning but misguided parents, in almost every village and 
. neighborhood. The young, on the one hand, are repelled from reli- 
^on as a yoke irksome to be borne ; on the other, parents and. guar- 
dians shrink from social pleasures as from a pestilence, on account of 
abuses which themselves have caused ; and thus the two classes, in- 
stead of being drawn to each other by mutual sympathy, reciprocal 
affection, and tender confidence, are sundered by constantly recurring ' 
debates and contentions. As parents are mainly responsible for these 
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lamentable results, so also is the remedy in their own hands. Let 
them no longer dishonor religion by setting it in impotent array 
against nature. Accepting as for ever settled the fact that Qod has 
implanted in the young a thirst for amusements, which cannot and 
ought not to be extinguished, let them make suitable provision for 
its indulgence under the paternal roof, amidst the sacred associations 
of home, and in the society of the pure, the refined, and . the good* 
In the progress of this important work, they will no doubt encounter 
perplexities and difficulties that will seriously try their patience and 
awaken their deepest anxiety. A mistake so radical as that which 

*we have endeavored to expose, and which, has been fortified by cen- 
turies of false teaching, cannot be corrected in a day or a year, nor 
even in a generation. But let them not be discouraged, nor doubt 
fdr a moment the final result. Sooner or later they will reap the 
fruits of their perseverance in the sweet familiarity, the warm attach* 
ment, and the loving confidence of their children, and in the beautiful 
imfolding of their religious nature. 

Having shown, we hope conclusively, that amusements, in some 
form, are natural and necessary, and that the prevailing hostility 
thereto arises from false ideas of the nature of man and of religion, 

• we come next to consider the question. How shall we distinguish 
between amusements whose moral iufluence is good, and those which 
ore of an opposite character ; and what are the best safeguards against 
the abuses to which the former must ever be liable ? The solution 
of this problem, we frankly confess, is not free from difficulties de* 
manding conscientious care and wise discrimination. Of course it is 
not possible to set forth in statistical form, and in separate tables, 
both these classes of amusementa So much depends upon time, 
place, the state of society, and other circumstances, that we can only 
lay down certain frmdamental principles, leaving them to be applied 
by individuals and communities, according to their own judgment, in 
view of their peculiar situation and wants. 

In the first place, it is obvious that amusements ought always to 
be held subordinate to the great end of human existence— viz., the de* 
velopment of a pure, elevated, and noble chabactsb. The dominant 
tone of our life should unquestionably be earnest, and even serious ; 
but general seriousness is not incompatible with habitual cheerfrd- 
ness, nor even with occasional periods of hilarity; without these, in- 
deed, it is itself liable to be carried to excess. The mind was not 
ordained to be always in the same mood, nor the slave of any single 
fiumlty. Even the religious feiGulties may be, and often are, over 
taxed and thereby impaired. The sense of duty and responsibility 
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without wluGh aoeietj would sink into moral ohaos, may b« too in* 
tensely stimolated and even ruinously oyerstrained. Nothing, in- 
deed, is more liable to lead to insanity than a morbidly gusoeptiUe 
conscience. Still, there is need of caution on the other side, lest 
amusements should occupy too much of our time and attention, and 
thereby leaid us "to forget important duties. Says an able writer,* 
^' Amusement is not rightfully the business of any one's life. It 
should be no one's principal occupation. The moment it is made so 
it becomes perverted-^it is abused. It should be regarded as the 
spice of life — ^not its staple food." There are multitudes who have 
&llen into this error, whose principal object, apparently, is to " kill 
time." Life to them is consecrated by no great and noble purpose, no 
lofty idm. Empty-headed and frivolous idlers I they long for new ex* 
citement as a spoiled child pines for confectionery. It were more 
charitable to furnish this class with work than with amusements* 
These are they whom Paul so graphically describes — " lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of Gk)d." Solomon, in that remarkable 
passage, so often quoted by the clergy, and which, no doubt, has been 
the text for thousands of ascetic sermons, has indicated the point 
beyond which amusements should never be carried — viz., the point 
where they are liable to make us forget our moral accountability. 
How striking are his words ! '^ Rejoice, young man, in thy youth ; 
and let thy heart xsheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in 
the ways of thy heart, and in the sight of thine eyes." And having 
thus recognized the truth that amusements- are natural and proper 
for the young, he adds the timely caution — ^^ But know thou that 
for all these things" [as for every tiling else] " God will bring thee 
into judgment." In other words, " Do not forget in your hours of 
mirth that you are responsible beings, and that life should be devoted 
to a great purpose." To interpret these words as a menace and a 
sarcasm is to do violence to their obvious meaning and spirit. 

We observe, in the next place, that any form of amusement, the 
obvious tendency of which, even in the smallest degree, is to diminish 
the power of conscience, to corrupt the moral feelings, to inflame and 
bewilder the imagination, to becloud the reason, to free the passions 
from wholesome restraint, to diminish the reverence for justice and 
truth, to excite a spirit of cruelty or revenge, to promote or foster 
the taste for intoxicating drinks, or for tobacco in any of its forms, 
or to make us indifferent to the obligations and claims of our com- 
mon hifmanity, ought not only to be scrupulously avoided, but ear- 
nestiy opposei " Any amusement," says the writerf whom we just 

•AdiaBaUoa. Ohtlftl«a SodiOIsiimk. 85t tAiUnBdkm. 
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quoted, "from the enjoyment of which we cannot conseientioiidy 
retire with the conviction that, on the whole, it has done us good, 
ought to be immediately eschewed. If it promote innocent mirth 
and cheerfulness, or otherwise conduce to the improved health of the 
physical and intellectual powers, without injuring the moral charac- 
ter, it is an innocent and commendable amusement.- If it have the 
contrary effect, it is at best more or less a pernicious one, however 
fashionable, specious, or captivating." 

It is implied in what we have already said, that amusements 
should be strictly conformed to the laws of health ; and yet the point 
is one of so much importance as to deserve a distinct and emphatic 
mention. When they are of such a kind as to lead inevitably to im- 
prudence in dr^ss, or so arranged as to infringe upon the time allotted 
to sleep, or when they require us to remain for hours in overcrowded 
and ill- ventilated rojoms, they do us a serious injury. On this branch 
of the subject we are constrained to speak in tones of earnest remon- 
strance and impressive warning. Great numbers sacrifice health and 
even life to the ignorance. or carelessness which leads them to disre- 
gard the laws of their physical organism in the pursuit of pleasure. 

The best safeguatd, probably, against any or all the abuses to 
which amusements are liable, would be such an arrangement as should 
bring together for their enjoyment persons of both sexes and of every 
age, from the gray-haired grandsire to the prattling child, not, ex- 
cept on rare occasions, in great crowds, and in public places, but 
around the family hearth, in circles embracing our kindred, and our 
immediate neighbors and friends. The author of an e^tcellent work 
on amusements* — the only one on that subject that we have been 
able to find — ^well observes : " The natural and only safe mode of 
enjoying amusements is in common. Where one sex, or any one 
particular class, enjoy their amusements alone, they are sure to run 

into excess The division of the human family into man, woman 

and child, father, mother' brother and sister, is the only conservative 
principle of society ; they act and re-act upon each other like the 
different seasons upon the earth. Each age and each sex has its pe- 
culiar characteristics, that serve to modify and check certain mis- 
chievous tendencies in the other sex and in others of different ages. 
For one sex to attempt to amuse themselves agreeably and in- 
nocently alone, is like trying to make music on a one-stringed instru- 
ment ; it has about it a sameness that is tedious and annoying. 

The union of the aged with the young, the fair with the manly, in 
our diversions, brings ev«ry source of social improvement and eiyoy- 
• Plea for AmnaeaMnts, by Frederic W. Sawyer. New York : Appleton Sc Ck>., 1847. 
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ment together— age with its gravity and experience, mid-life with 
its energy and its oares^ and youth with its viyaeity and its hopes..... 
Is it right for the aged to censure and discourage the innocmit 
amusements of the young, merely because they fear that they may 
be carried to excess, when, by presiding at those diversions, they can 
effectually prevent it ? " 

In the Hght of the principles now stated, let us consider briefly 
three special forms or sources of amusem^t, the general prevalence 
of which forces them upon our attention, and which, in view of their 
importance and the diversity of opinion that they have caused, we 
could not avoid without imputations upon our frankness if not upon 
our courage. 

1. Music, — The Quakers, we believe, are the only class among 
us who deny or doubt that the capacity for making music, and the 
susceptibility to enjoyment through it, is the gift of Qod to man,^ not 
to be despised and stifled, but gratefully accepted and cultivated. 
The early Friends found music so intermixed with the superstitious 
formalities of a corrupt Church, and so perverted by frivolity and 
passion, that they mistook it for an evil ; and the Quakers of the 
present day are hugging with blind pertinacity the mistake of their 
f&thers. Would to God that they clung with equal tenacity to the 
great radical truths enunciated by the founders of their Society ! 

We have never read or listened to any thing in the form of an 
argument against music that would not have been equally good if 
urged against literature, eloquence, conversation, or eve^ speech 
itself, all which are constantly and hourly employed in the service 
of falsehood, oppression, and crime. Is eloquence a sin, because 
it is oft^i used to excite prejudice or rouse malignant passion? 
Shall the preacher cease to lift up his voice in behalf of virtue and 
truth, because the politician and the warrior use the same Divine 
faculty to serve their ends ? Are speech and conversation to be 
proscribed and the human family condemned to perpetual tacitur- 
nity, because multitudes make their tongues the vehicles of slander 
and defamation? No more is music^to be ranked among things 
forbidden, merely because it is perverted by the thoughtless reveller, 
or made to do service on the field of battle. 

Music is the delight of children. It soothes them in moments of 
fretfulness and passion, it diverts them in hours of suffering and 
pain. Even Quaker mothers know by experience the magic potency 
of the oradIe-s(Hig. In after life it has great power over man's 
emotional nature. Every feeling of joy or grief may be poured 
forth in song. Every noble sentiment or emotion that swells the 
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iraman breast finds a natural outlet in mumcal tones. There is nt 
more inspiring stimulus for man's highest faculties, nothing better 
adapted to raise him abore all that is low and grovelling than ihe 
•Jdights of music, especially when they mingle with or flow through 
the charmed language of poetry. If any one doubts that music may 
be made a means of elevating human nature, let him. observe the 
effect of a song, set to fitting words, upon the inmates of a prison. 
Let him note the evidences of sorrow .for weakness and sin, Ihe 
kindling of hope in place of despair, the resuscitation of long-buried 
associations of home and kindred, and the exhibitions of gentleness 
instead of passion, that may Ihus be produced, and surely he will 
doubt no more. " I am no musician," says Channing, '' and want a 
good ear, and yet I am conscious of a power in music whidi I want 
words to de^ribe. It touches chords, reaches depths in the soul, 
which lie beyond all other infiuences, extends my consciousness, and 
sometimes gives me a pleasure which I have found in nothing else.*' 

We do not hesitate to advise parents to cultivate in their children 
the faculty of music. It is the ^t of a beneficent Creator, and, like 
the faculty of speech, it should be trained and developed, not alone, 
for purposes of amusement, but as a potent instrumentality in the 
work of human progress and elevation. It should minister joy at 
every fireside, it should solace us in affliction, it should comfort us 
in sickness, it should cement our friendships, and lighten our daily 
toils. If there is on earth any scene that can give us a foretaste of 
heavenly bliss, it is that of a household whose refined sympathioSi 
affluent affections, and world-embracing love, find, daily expression 
in melodious song ! 

2. Dancing. — ^The. prejudice against this form of amusement, in 
the minds of serious persons, is exceedingly strong, having been 
fostered by abuses of long standing, which must be admitted to be 
exceedingly pernicious in their effects. But we must discriminate 
between the amusement itself and those abuses which do not neces- 
sarily grow out of it. The most inveterate opponents of dancing 
at the present day are found Among those most strict in their venera- 
tion for the authority of the Scriptures. They believe that the 
Jews received their social, political, and religious institutions through 
the direct inspiration of God, and not a few of them profess to find 
in the system of Jewish servitude a Divine warrant for the chattel 
slavery of the present day. How, then, can they reconcile their 
hostility to dancing with the admitted fact, that the custom was in- 
termingled not only with the social habits, but even the religious 
rites of the Jews, '< the peculiar people of dod ? " The escape of the 
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Israelites from Egyptian IxHidagey how was it celebrated? By fast- 
ing and prayer ? Nay^ but by festive rejoicing and boundless exul- 
tation ; Miriam, the prophetess, and sister of Aaron, leading out " all 
the women," who followed her " with timbrels and with dances." 
Solomon tells us, with whatever of inspiration belonged to him, that 
*' there is a time to dance ; " the Hebrew Psalmist, whose words 
thrill the devotions of all Christendom, exhorts us to '* praise God 
in the dance ; " and even Jesus, in the deeply affecting parable of 
the Prodigal Son, finds an illustration of the joy that reigns in 
heaven, when an erring soul returns from its wanderings, in the 
" music and dancing," and " merry-making " with which the prodigal 
was welcomed by his family and kindred. 

Nearly twenty years ago, that truly enlightened and morally brave 
man, William Ellert Channing, in considering the means best 
adapted to diminish the temptations to intemperance, spoke with 
earnest eloquence of. the importance of furnishing the people with 
*^ the means of innocent pleasure ; " and prominent among the plea- 
sures which ht regarded as innocent was dancing. The views which 
he expressed are at once so just, discriminating and wise, that we can- 
not forbear to quote his words. 

" Dancing is an amusement which has been discouraged in our 
country by many of the best people, and not without reason. Dan- 
cing is associated in their minds with balls; and this is one of the 
worst forms of social pleasure. The time consumed in preparation 
for a ball, the waste of thought upon, it, the extravagance of dress, 
the late hours, the exhaustion of strength, the exposure of health, 
and the languor of the succeeding day — these, and other evils, con- 
nected with this amusement, are strong reasons for banishing it from 
the community. But dancing ought not, therefore, to be proscribed. 
On the contrary, balls should be discouraged — for this, among other 
reasons, that dancing, instead of being a rare pleasure, requiring 
elaborate preparation, may become an every-day amusement, and 
may mix with our common intercourse. This exercise is among the 
most healthful. The bod^ as well as the mind feels its gladdening 
influence. No amusement seems more to have a foundation in our 

nature It is to be desired, that dancmg should become 

too common among us to oe made the object of special preparation 
«s in the ball ; that members of the same family, when confined by 
unfavorable weatl^er, should recur to it for exercise and exhilara- 
tion ; that branches of the same family should enliven in this way 
their occasional meetings; that it should fill up an hour in all 
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the assemblages for relaxation in which the young torn a 
part."* 

3. ITie Drama. — Of this form of amusement it becomes xm 
to speak with greater reserve, inasmuch as many, perhaps a majority, 
of our number haye had but a very limited opportunity to investi- 
gate the facts and weigh the principles in the light of which alone a 
sound judgment can be formed. Many of us have heretofore shared, 
in a greater or less degree, the sentiment which has long prevailed 
among serious-minded persons of almost every class, that the theatre was 
hopelessly identified with various immoralities ; while others, having 
given the subject a somewhat careful consideration, are of the opinion 
that it not only ought, to be, but may be reformed, and made the ally 
of virtue and religion. We know that in France and Spain the theatre 
had its origin in exhibitions intended to impress upon the people the 
great facts of religious history, and the leading doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, as anciently understood ; but like Christianity itself, it waa 
soon perverted. Conceding that, as hitherto conducted, its influence 
has been, in many respects, exceedingly pernicious, many enlightened 
persons yet believe that, as the taste for dramatic representation is 
deeply imbedded in human nature, the effort to destroy the institution 
must necessarily fail, while the same energy and zeal, if directed to 
the reform of those abuses which have given it so bad a name, would 
be attended with marked success. They affirm that, in some placeS| 
this reform has actually begun ; that many theatres have ceased to 
offer facilities for intemperance and licentiousness; that the plays 
now most frequently on the stage are far less objectionable than those 
of former years, and that managers are showing a disposition to cater 
to the tastes and convictions of the refined and the good. As proof 
of this they point to the fact, that dramas intended to depict the evils 
of intemperance, and win men to habits of industry and sobriety, or to 
set in striking array the deformities and crimes of slavery in contrast 
with the beauties of freedom, have been represented in some theatres 
with the happiest moral results. " Uncle Tom's Cabin," they tell 
us, has been played for weeks and monljis together, in New York, 
Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington, drawing immense 
crowds, and thus presenting anti-slavery truth, in the most impressive 
manner, to thousands who were not likely t(f hear it in any other place. 
It is alleged by intelligent persons that the spirit of mobocracy in 
New York and Philadelphia was sensibly checked by this means, and 
the tone of public sentiment greatly changed for the better. If this 
is so, it certainly affords reasonable ground for doubt whether .it is 
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wise to wage an indiscriminate war upon the theatre. The whole 
subject should be candidly and carefully considered in the light of 
the principles above laid down. Opinions, upon a matter of so much 
consequence, sKould be cautiously formed, and based, not upon pre- 
judice, but upon the clearest deductions of fact and philosophy. We 
must be careful, on the one hand, to give no countenance to immorality, 
and, on the other, not to confound an institution that may perchance 
be right in itself, with the incidental abuses which have grown up 
around it. On one point we are fully agreed, viz. : That theatres 
generally, as now conducted, ought not to receive the support of the 
friends of morality. 

Besides the three forms of amusement already considered, there 
are others, of no small importance, of which we should be glad to 
speak, but the limits of this paper forbid. For the most part, how- 
ever, they are of such a character that they stand in far less need of 
discussion, at this time, than those upon which we have dwelt ; and be- 
sides, our object is rather to unfold the principles which should guide 
us in the choice of our amusements, and to indicate the spirit which 
should, under all circumstances, pervade them, than to enter upon 
details, which, however interesting, may safely be referred to the 
judgment of individuals and communities, when once those principles 
are understood. We might speak of Holidays — the Fourth of July, 
New Year's Day, Harvest Home, Christmas, etc. — their uses and 
the proper mode of their observance ; of Pic-Nics, to promote temper- 
ance, anti-slavery, or some other philanthropic or social object — ^now 
80 common among us, and which, on the whole, have been found to 
be exceedingly pleasant and useful; and of those more private gath* 
erings, where relatives or friends come together — ^it may be upon 
the birth-day of some dearly loved boy or maiden, the anniversary 
of a wedding, fragrant with holiest reminiscences, or of some other 
thrilling event of domestic life-— to strengthen those ties of kindred, 
&mily, home and neighborhood, which are not only the sources of 
our purest earthly joy, but the Divinely conservative power of human 
society. We might speak, too, of intellectual culture, which, in 
^ whatever field of science, literature or art, it may be pursued, opens 
at every step sources of alnusement at once elevated, refined, and in- 
exhaustible. We might rejoice in the multiplication of lyceums, 
which offer a healthful stimulus not only to the intellect but to the 
social feelings ; and also in the institution of libraries in our villages 
and neighborhoods, by means of which good books are made accessi- 
ble to all classes, the mists of ignorance and prejudice dispelled, and 
society redeemed from the blighting infiuence of gossip, tale-bearing 
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and detraction, and bound together by ties of amity, affection, and 
good-fellowship. These are fruitfol and inviting themes, bat these 
brief allusions must suffice. 

We have now uttered our convictions frankly, earnestly, sincerely. 
That they are altogether free from error or mistake it would not be« 
come us to affirm ; but we may say that truth has been our object^ 
the highest welware of humanity our end and aim. God forbid that, 
in our anxiety to sever the unnatural connection between religion and 
asceticism, we should even seem, for a moment, to offer a license 
to sensual pleasure, unseemly levity, scoffing irreverence, or untimely 
mirth. In our efforts to deliver mankind from the indurating power 
of superstition and fanaticism, we would not make them triflers, for- 
getful of their inmiortal destiny, unmindful that they were 

** made of Angel fbrm, erect, 

To hold communion with the heayeoB •boye.* 

Such a result indeed would overwhelm us with sorrow and alarm. 
If we believed that such a calamity would follow this plea for amuse- 
ments, nothing could tempt us to set thereto our hand and seal. 
No, no— it is not to make men less religious, less reverential, less 
devoted, in the legitimate sense of those terms, that we claim for 
social pleasures the place in our daily life which a beneficent Creator 
evidently intended that they should fill On the contrary, we would 
augment the power of piety by associating it with all that is bright, 
animating, hopeful and joyous, thus making it lovely and attractive 
in all eyes ; while we would insure the greatest possible amount of 
happiness from amusements, and guard them against all abuses by 
tempering them with the chastening and purifying influences of re- 
ligion. Animated by this spirit, we submit to the world these, our 
cherished convictions, confident that they will commend themselves 
to the enlightened judgment of many earnest advocates of truth and 
progress, and hoping that they may exert some humble influence in 
promoting a much needed reform. 

Signed by direction of the Yearly Meeting, Fifth month, 20th, 1856. 

JOSEPH A. DUGDALE, > 
RUHANEY WAY, ScZerife* 

OLIVER JOHNSON, ) 

Subsequently approved by the Waterloo Yearly Meeting of Friends ol 
Human Progress. 

^ THOS. M'CLINTOCK, ) ^. , 

MARY DOTY, J ^'^**- 

»% The above 'XfmMorrr in fcror of AMusBMraxs to published as a Tract bj Ourwm 
ToBKBOK, 188 Naaeaa 8t, New York. Price, 8 centa aiDgle ; $3 per hundred. 
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n. SLAVERY. 

Onoe more, in obedience to the Apostolic injunction, *' Remember them 
that are in bonds as bound with them,^^ we lift up onr united voice against 
that gigantic system of robbery and wrongs American Slavery, by which 
nearly four millions of human beings, immortal children of God like our- 
eelves, are reduced to a level with four-footed beasts, compelled to toil 
without wages, often scourgecf and lacerated by savage-hearted masters or 
overseers, separated from their dearest kindred and sold as chattels, and, 
what is far worse than any act of physical cruelty, deprived of the means 
of intellectual and moral culture, and doomed to gross ignorance and de- 
gradation, in a land calling itself Christian and boasting of its civilizaticftL, 
refinement and humanity I The bodily tortures endured by the slaves are 
indeed enough to awaken profound sympathy and excite an intense indig- 
nation ; but, oh I how much more appalling is the violence done to those 
higher faculties, through whieh they are allied to God and made heirs to 
an immortal life I 

**Woe for those 
Who trample o^er a mindf that deathless thing t 
They know not what they do, nor what they deal with. 
Man, perchance, may bind the flower his step hath bruised. 
Or light anew the torch he quenches, 
Or to music wind again the lyre-string 
From his touch that flew. But for the Soull 
Oh I tremble, and beware to lay rude hands 
Upon God's mysteries there ! " 

Oup hearts are touched when we reflect, that since our last meeting, 
more than one hundred thousand new victims have been born to this 
dreadful inheritance of cruelty, degradation and shame, while tens of 
thousands of others have found a refuge therefrom only in the grave] We 
cannot find language to express our sense of the deep criminality of slavery, 
and of the terrible guilt incurred, not only by the slaveholders, but by all 
those who in any way support or countenance the system, or even neglect 
to testify against it. In such a case, sileuce itself is a crime. What, then, 
shall we say of those who not only refuse to plead the cause of the op- 
pressed, but cast all their influence on the side of the oppressor, pleading 
in his behalf the sacredness of Laws and Constitutions, weaving apologies 
for him out of the Bible, and justify iog him in the name of Jesus and his 
Apostles 7 In what language shall we describe the Church which lends 
Its whole strength to the spoilers of humanity, which permits slavery to 
nestle securely in its holiest places, and consoles the kidnapper with its 
sacerdotal benedictions? The garments of the American Church are 
fiteeped in blood; her altars are the chief bulwarks of slavery; her 
isommunion-tables the refuge of the slave-hunter; her ministers forgers 
of fetters and apologists for sin; her moral philosophy corrupt; her pray- 
ers hypocritical; her worship idolatrous; her solemn assemblies and 
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ceremonies a sham. To her God speaks in the language addressed to 
the rulers of ancient Sodom : ^^ Bring no more vain oblations : incense is 
an abomination nnto me ; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of 
assemblies, I cannot away with ; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.'' 

We believe, with Albert Barnes, that slavery could not live outside of 
the American Ohurch, if it had no foothold within its pale ; and we also 
believe that any form of anti-slavery which shrinks from denouncing the 
religion of that Church as false and spurioi^ must necessarily be weak 
and inefficient. In dealing with such a sin as slavery, we can adopt no 
half-way measures. The whole truth must be proclaimed. " without con- 
cealment and without compromise." No Church, no Grovernraent, no 
Constitution, no Union, which requires us to support or sanction such a 
crime, can have any binding force upon our consciences. We seek not 
alone to prevent the exterision of slavery, but to exterminate it from every 
part of the land ; and in this work we must be po respecters of persons, but 
faithful ever to our highest convictions, consenting to no truce with the 
enemies of freedom, but loyal always to Justice, Humanity and Truth. 

We rejoice to believe that the anti-slavery cause, in spite of all the ob- 
stacles it has encountered, has made great progress. The ^^ little cloudy 
like unto a man's hand," which twenty-five years ago was seen to be 
ascending above the moral horizon, has expanded over the whole heavens, 
and is fertilizing the land with the waters of truth. In the halls of the 
National Congress and 'the State Legislatures, and in Ecclesiastical As- 
semblies and Conference^, Slavery is a leading topic of discussion. It 
divides Churches, agitates benevolent associations, controls the issues of 
politics, and forces itself upon the public attention in books, pamphlets 
and newspapers. All schemes for stopping the agitation of the subject 
have only served to cover their authors with ridicule and contempt ; and 
so, we doubt not, it will be in time to come. A revolution has begun, 
which can never go backward, but which must, at no distant day, bring 
freedom to the slave, and deliver the land from its deadliest curse. We 
know not through what scenes of fiery persecution and civil war we may 
be called to pass, but the path of duty for us is plain, and ultimate victory 
certain. 

**Jjong, too long; have we be^i dreaming 
O'er onr eoantry^s siik and shame ; 

Let us now, the time redeeming. 
Press the helpless eaptive^s claim, 
nil, exnlting. 

He shall cast aside his chain I " 



Signed by direction of the Meeting. 



Joseph A. Ditodale,^ 
RuHANET Wat, > ClerU. 

Oliver Johnson, J 
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m.—WOMAN'S RIGHTS. 

It is most diflScult to sbake off the prejudices of education, especially 
those grafted on our religious natures ; and the idea that woman was made 
for man^ and not for herself has been so thoroughly taught in the theology 
of all timespbhat we fear that Progressive Friends even are not developed 
to the point where, man beholds in woman an equkl, and where woman 
herself feels the grandeur of her destiny. 

There is no cord by which the human soul dm be so strongly bound 
as that which fastens on the religious element in our being, and no chain 
so firmly riveted as that we believe fixed by the hand of God. We re- 
joice in the demand woman now makes for her civil and political liberty, 
but the incubus that rests on her soul and prevents her from asserting her 
most sacred rights, is found in religious authority. "We therefore most 
earnestly urge women every where to com% out from the popular Churches, 
to repudiate all priestly power, and that whole system of theology which 
teaches that woman is an inferior creature, the author of evil, and must, 
by a life of suffering and submission to her royal victim man, atone for 
the mighty blunder by which she darkened the sunshine and poisoned the 
joy of Paradise. If man begins to rejoice in religious freedom, how sin- 
cerely should woman thank the Lord that the day of Tier deliverance is 
at hand I 

Where the Divire principles taught by the Christian system have 
prevailed, there has been done a great work for woman, but the Chris- 
tianity of the popular Churches has no especial claims on the female sex. 
The " Christian religion " has two phases on the Southern plantation — 
one for the white man and one for the negro ; — so has it ever had for 
man and woman. Man was made a little lower than the angels, he may 
commune with God face to face ; he may be his vicegerent on earth ; he 
may be Pope, Cardinal, Bishop, Priest, a voting member of a country 
Church. But woman, the mother of Jesus, and his Apostles, and of all the 
saints that ever trod the earth, where and how is she ever recognized in 
the popular Churches of our day ? 

She may bury herself in a nunnery, keep midnight vigils in old ca- 
thedral walls, chant the " Te Deum,'' have holy hands laid on her head, 
be an angel of mercy to the sick and the dying, in damp prison walls or 
the abodes of poverty and vice ; but no post of ease or honor awaits her. 
The one aim and centre-point of her religion is submission, in Church and 
State, and at the fireside. 

Her religion is neither elevating nor ennobling. It does not make her 
free, but more completely the slave of any one who knows just how to 
manage that element in her nature. The Church every whore has ten 
victims from the female sex to one from the other, notwithstanding the 
contempt in which it ever has held, and still holds, all womankind. One 
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would think that a system that teaches woman that she is and must ever 
be the subordinate of man, in all his grossness of thought, word and ac- 
tion — that she was made for no higher purpose than his pleasure — that 
she has no rights in and of herself^ neither to her own person, nor to the 
pursuit of her individual happiness, would have been repudiated by the 
mass of them long ago. And so it would if their reason had^ot always 
been held in abeyance to a blind veneration for authority. Every human 
soul will ever and anon rise in its dignity, though mountains of oppression 
are heaped upon it It will think and reason and query with itself. Why 
these longings, these aspirations for a better destiny ? why this earnest 
wish to act independently, if, from the cradle to the grave, I am for ever to 
speak and act by the will of another ? If man has suffered from authori- 
ty — ^if his reason has been crippled, his noblest impulses checked, his 
most sacred affections perverted and withered, his individuality all merged 
in ecclesiastical institutions, woQian has always been dragged down to a 
still lower depth ; she has always gone one step further ; for she has. not 
only bowed down to Church, Pope, Cardinal, Bishop and Priest, but to 
mere manhood^ in every relation of life. It is difficult to estimate the 
galling bondage of woman's life, educated in fear and dependence. The 
best and bravest dare not stand alone. In a careful review of this whole 
question, we feel convinced that the chief barrier in the way of woman's 
progress is her own religious belief that she already holds the true posi- 
tion assigned her by God. She really religiously believes that she was 
made for man, to cook him meat, and bear him children. Is it any won- 
der then that the few women who do protest against this overwhelming 
public sentiment seem harsh and impatient ? " Oppression makes wise 
men mad.*' They would be gods and not womeriy could they, with their 
enlarged views of woman's true destiny, calmly and meekly bear all the 
evils of their present condition. 

When woman sees fit to take her true position, as the mother of the 
race, the equal of man, there must, of necessity, be an entire revolution in 
Church, State, and Family. This reform aims not merely to make a few 
new laws, to grant a few privileges, or to redress a few grievances, but it 
is indeed a new creation. Behold ! the degraded slave of man, the victun 
of lust, fear, and priestcraft, stands forth in the full dignity of womanhood, 
self-reliant, conscious of her own dignity and strength, and rejoicing that 
in her redemption a nobler race of beings shall bless and beautify the 
earth. 

Signed by direction of the Meeting. 

Joseph A. Duodals, ^ 
RiTHANEY Way, > Clerks. 

Olivbr Johnson, j 
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IV.— TOBACCO. 

• • 

We record our earnest testimony against the use of tobacco, on the 

following grounds, viz : • 

Ist. It is unnatural, unnecessary, and useless. The appetite therefor is 
wholly artificial. 

2d. It is offensive to a refined taste. This is evident from the fact, 
that men of cultivation instinctively shrink from even the suggestion that 
their mothers, wives and daughters may become slaves to the use of this 
noxious plant. 

3d. It is expensive — a waste of money. What a shame that men should 
pay more for this poisonous, filthy weed, than for the support of schools 
and colleges I Few countries, in proportion to their population, consume 
so much of it as the United States. 

4th. We have the authcftty of eminent physicians for declaring that it is 
exceedingly injurious in its eflfecta upon the human system — ^that it tends 
to produce various diseases and to shorten life. One physician, Dr. L. B. 
Coles, late of Boston, who investigated the subject thoroughly in the light 
of physiology, expressed the opinion, that mor^lives were destroyed by 
tobacco than by intoxicating liquors. This may or may not be true ; but 
it is a strong evidence of the pernicious influence of the article, that a 
responsible individual, who has devoted so much attention to tliis subject, 
has arrived at such a conclusion. 

6th. Like every other poisonous stimulant, it tends to blunt the intel- 
lectual faculties, and the moral feelings. Other things beings equal, who 
would not have more hope of enlisting the influence of an assembly of men 
in favor of any good cause, if they were in no way addicted to the use of 
tobacco ? What preacher of righteousness would not be encouraged by 
the knowledge that his audience was too refined, too much under the in- 
fluence of their higher feelings, to indulge so vulgar a habit ? 

For these reasons, and for others which we cannot now specify, we 
earnestly advise all whom our voice may reach to banish the use of tobacco 
from their families, to discountenance it in the community, and especially 
to warn the young against acquiring a habit so pernicious, filthy, and de- 
grading. We are the more careful to utter our testimony against this evil, 
because it exists among ourselves. Not a few of those whom we love, 
and who are associated with us in the cause of reform, are the slaves of 
tobacco. They are " bound, lo ! these many years," and have not the 
strength to break their chains. We sympathize with them most sincerely, 
while we would rebuke them with Christian fidelity, and in the spirit of 
love. 

Signed by dbection of the Meeting. 

Joseph A. Dugdale, ) 
• RuHANEY Wat, > Clerics, 

Oliveb Johnson, r^^^^i^ 
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v.— TEMPERANCE. 

Under a lively sense of the evils resulting from the nse^of intoxicatdng 
drinks, and of the injurious effects of the liquor-traffic, we desire to renew 
our testimony in favor of Total Abstinence, and to recommend the practice 
thereof to all with whom our words may have influence. However im- 
portant it may be to secure the enactment of Prohibitory Laws, — (and we 
certainly believe that the justice of such laws cannot be consistently denied, 
except by those who reject the whole scheme of penal legislation,) — our 
main reliance for the progress of this, as well as every other reform, must 
ever be upon moral instrumentalities, upon the power of truth over the 
human intellect and conscience. The injurious effects of intoxicating liquors 
upon the human system, even when imbibed in the smallest quantities, 
must be further exposed. The ignorance of multitudes on this subject, 
notwithstandiug' the discussions of the last thirty years, is astonishing; 
and yet, when we make due allowance for tft strength of a perverted 
appetite, and the tenacity with which men cling to social customs of long 
standing, the wonder is, not that so little, but that so much, has been ac- 
complished. We must " learn to labor and to wait." Revolutions in the 
habits of communities andgiations are not the work of a day, nor even of 
one generation* The period, however, cannot be far distant when the 
traffic in intoxicating liquors, to be used as a beverage, will be ranked as 
a crinie and treated accordingly. 

Signed by direction of the Meeting. 

Joseph A. Duodale,^ 
• RuHANET Wat, > Clerics. 

\ Oliver Johnson, J 

VI.— TREATMENT OF CRIMINALS. 

To the Senate and House of Bepreeentatives of the State of Pennsylvania : 

The Pennsylvania Yearly Meeting of Progressive Friends, held at 
Longwood, near Eennett Square, Obester Co,, Pa., from the 18th to the 
21st of Fifth month, 1856, deeply impressed with the wrongfulness and 
barbarity of Capital Punishment, sends up to you this earnest memorial, 
praying for its immediate abolition, and for the substitution therefor of such 
wholesome restraint and discipline as will have a tendency to reform the 
criminal, and make him a useful member of society. 

We are also constrained to invoke your earnest and conscientious atten- 
tion to the sanitary and moral condition of penitentiaries and jails. We 
entreat you, by your regard for humanity and the public welfere, to adopt 
such measures as will effectually prevent the appointment of unsuitable 
persons to the oversight of these institutions. Prisoners, we fear, are 
often treated with a coldness and harshness, which tends to blunt all the 
finer sensibilities of their nature and prepare them lor new crimes. It 
should be remembered that the criminal, however degraded, is yet a 
human being, and that the treatment which is adapted to the development 
of his higher nature and of his capacity for self-restraint, will at the same 
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lime work out the best results for the community. Men who have the 
care of prisons should be imbued with a Christian and philanthropic spirit, 
and have such a knowledge of human nature in all its phases, as will qualify 
them to labor heartily and successfully for the moral improvement and 
elevation of their inmates. When we remember how much has been done 
to improve the system of prison discipline by the faithful labors of John 
Howard, Elizabeth Fry, and Dorothea Dix, we are encouraged to hope 
that this our humble memorial may exert a favorable influence upon those 
whom the people have clothed with legislative authority. 
Signed on behalf and by direction of the Meeting. 

Joseph A. Dugdale, ') 
RuHAijET Wat, > Clerk$, 

Oliveb Johnson, ) 

Vn.— FIRST-DAY MEETINGS. 

Many of us feel concerned to make some observations to those who 
are interested in the Organization of Progressive Friends, respecting the 
proper use of time on the first day of the week, which the custom of 
society has devoted to rest from fabor. We desire, in the first place, to 
separate ourselves from all superstition respecting that day, from all asceti- 
cism, from every idea that the day is more holy than any other. All 
days are holy, and we can say no less than that man is accountable for the 
proper use of his talents on every day of the week. But while our minds 
are impressed with these truths, we also believe that specific duties 
may properly be assigned to particular periods of time. Only a limited 
portion of the community ever attend the popular worshipping assemblies. 
We should be surprised if it were otherwise, seeing that tjie beautiful sim- 
plicity of truth is so often obscured by dogmas, traditions, and supersti- 
tions. There are multitudes of intelligent men and women in our country, 
capable of imparting valuable religious, moral, and scientific instruction. 
We submit, therefore, for your consideration, that you should assemble 
together in your respective neighborhoods, in your dwellings, and other 
suitable places, for the purpose of edifying and instructing one another. 
The lack of public speaking should not operate as a discouragement, for 
there is sometimes a power and sympathy in silence that words are alto- 
gether inadequate to convoy. If but two or three should assemble, re- 
member that strength does not always depend upon numbers. 

The laws of matter, no less than those of mind, are the laws of God, 
and are, therefore, proper subjects of investigation in such meetings as we 
now recommend. In proportion as we comprehend these laws, we shall 
be convinced of the beautiful harmony of the Divine economy, and 
every where be able to trace the hand of the Divine Architect. 

Signed by direction of the Meeting. 

Joseph A. Dugdale, ^ 
RuHANET Wat, ^ Clerics, 
OuvEB Johnson, jbyVyjOOOlC 



FALSE IDEAS OF GOD AND HIS GOVERNMENT. 

Delivered at the Opening Session of the Yearly Meeting of Progressive 
Friends^ held at Longwood^ Chester County^ Pa.^ on First<lay mom- 
ing, ISth of Fifth month, 1856. 

BY SAMUEL J. MAY, 

XlAISTUk OF THE UMITABIAV CBUBOS, STBAOUSBf If. T. 

C0LOS8IAN8, II : 8. '* Beware lest any man ipoil you through philosophy and rain de- 
ceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ,*' who 
said, (Luke 12 ; 57,) " Why even of yourselves judge ye nol what is right? " 

These is scarcely any thing which logical argument may not seem to 
prove; scarcely any absurdity which logicians have not attempted to 
maintain. But let a man reason ever so mgeniously to establish that 
which is false ; though he may bo devise his premises that they sSall ap- 
pear to lead inevitably to his conclusion ; yet, if that conclusion be really 
untrue, it will not stay proved by all his logic. Doubt, unbelief, will again 
spring up in the minds of those who thought they were fully persuaded ; 
yes, spring up perhaps in the mind of him who was confident he had estab- 
lished the proposition by irrefragable argument. Nothing but truth can 
stand ; and truth stands not on any basis of proof, which human ingenuity 
has laid for it, but in virtue of its own strength, its own indestructible na- 
ture. Truth is seen not in a factitious glare, which some reasoner may 
have thrown around it ; but in a clear light which emanates from itself. 
Truth is in its very nature luminous. Jt is radiated from God himself, 
the fountain of light. It is the light which ligbteth every man who 
cometh into the world, to the extent that he is able and disposed to re- 
ceive the light. The highest evidence is self-evidence. This is allied to 
consciousness, if it be not the same thing. And until what any man de- 
clares to be true, is seen and felt to be true, it will not really be believed, 
however logically he may have proved it. 

It is by self-evidence, of the highest sort, that we know that we our- 
selves exist; that we have bodies and minds; that we see, feel, think, 
enjoy, suffer, hope, fear, love, hate, do right, or do wrong. It is the self- 
evidence of consciousness, by which we know all these things. ' By self- 
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evidence scarcely less distinct, we know that we are in the midst of a nni- 
Terse of matter, that we are surrounded by innumer^le objects and*ezist- 
enoes, seen and unseen, which make themselves manifest to us through 
our several senses. 

And it is by self-evidence, only a little removed in clearness from the 
foregoing, that we know there is a God; that we know we are dependent 
upon him and accountable to him. Ko species of human beings, scarcely 
a sane individual, was ever found wholly destitute of the ideas of a Su- 
preme Being, of dependence and moral responsibility. 

Very different indeed have been the statements, theories, creeds of 
men respecting Deity ; but they all rested upon the truth of his existence. 
Some have deduced from appearances the doctrine of a plurality of Gods ; 
and Gods of diverse characters, from the highest benevolence to the low- 
est malignity. On these diverse ideas of the character of the Deity have 
been framed the various mythologies and superstitions of the heathen 
world, and the various theological systems of the Christian world. But 
mankind have not remained satisfied with wrong notions of the Deity. 
Their dissatisfaction has worked continually to the development of better 
ideas ; and will ever work, until men shall be brought to true conceptions 
of the Heavenly Father ; of his unerring wisdom, perfect holiness, and im- 
partial, parental love, for all the children of men. 

No theory or creed can be established as the truth, which has not in 
its belj^f the self-evidence of truth. On sel^evidence, not on authority, 
not on logical argument, rests man^s belief in God, and in the benignity 
of his providence, and in the excellence of his government. The Bible 
does not prove the existence of God. It assumes the fact that he has 
existed from all eternity ; and thence goes on, through successive stages 
of progress, for more than fifteen hundred years, to record the better and 
better ideas of his nature and character, that were revealed to the thought- • 
ful and devout, until, as I believe, the truth on this highest of all subjects 
culminated in Jesus Christ, to whom it was self-evident, and through 
whom it has become self-evident to as many as have received him, that 
there is only one God, and that He is the loving parent of all men — more 
wise than any earthly father, more tender than any earthly mother. 

Jesus Christ, however, did not merely declare, dictate to men what is 
right. Many of his most momentous lessons were given in parables, 
which were, in their very nature, implied appeals to his hearers' own per- 
ceptions of the true and the good. On some occasions, he directly sum- 
moned the multitude to decide the most important morel questions, saying 
to them, " Why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right ? " 

6od has never left men without evidence of his being and character, 
and of their own nature and destiny. They who have not received his 
law, as it was revealed by Moses and the Prophets, and afterwards by 
Christ, are and ever have been a law unto themselves, having the law of 
God written in their hearts, their consciences also approving tl^(3>^4"C 
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dienoe or cUsapproving their disobedience to what they have perceived to 
be right. ^ 

And yet, on all tne great snbjeots to which I have alluded, the school- 
men, the theologians, the men of logic, have attempted to finsten upon the 
hnman mind the wildest absurdities ; have attempted to make men believe 
propositions that set at naught all their innate perceptions of tmth, and 
outrage their deepest intuitions of the right 

One philosopher — a very learned, ingenious, and withal a yery amiable, 
excellent man — ^I mean Bishop Berkley, of whom Pope said, that he '^pos- 
sessed every yirtue under heaven" — ^Bishop Berkley maintained that be- 
lief in the existence of the exterior world is- false and inconsistent with 
itself— that those things which are called sensible, mate^ objects, are 
not external, but exist in the mind — ^are merely impressions made on our 
minds by the immediate act of God. He insisted that our own existence 
is an idea, not a reality; aye, and he proved this strange proposition, so 
far as logic alone ever proved any thing. 

Not less absurd have been the theories which some men have attempt- 
ed to establish respecting the nature and character of the Deity; and not 
any more sensible have been the arguments upon which they have relied. 
I will not now enter the region of heathen mythology, or turn your at- 
tention to the superstitions that still prevail in the pagan world. Suffi- 
cient will it be for my present purpose, to remind you of the strange opin- 
ions which have been broached, and some of which have extensively pre- 
vailed in Ohristendom. 

A large proportion of the Ohristian Churches, smce the fourth century, 
have professed to believe that Gk)d exists in three distinct, coequal, coeter- 
nal persons, and yet that these three are only one. Of course the human 
mind could not remain satisfied with this self-contradictory hypothesis, 
however logically and Scripturally it may have been proved. The pro- 
fessed believers in it, therefore, have been for ever struggling against the 
absurdity of their creed — striving to get some statement of the doctrine 
more accordant with Scripture and common sense. Oonsequently, we 
have, from high ecclesiastical authorities, a dozen different statements of 
the doctrine of the Trinity, which are as dissimilar to each other as they 
are to the simple Unity of God. 

On the other hand, some men, a few in England, many in Germany, 
and more in France, generally men of science, a few of them very learned 
men, disgusted with the irrational, absurd doctrine of God, which the 
Church would enforce upon their reception, madly rushed to the opposite 
extreme, and denied the existence of any Deity. The doctrine of the 
atheist was logically proved, at least so many insisted. The savaos of 
France, nay, " the people of France," by their representatives in General 
Assembly, voted that there was no God. But the intuitions of human 
nature, the deep wants of the soul, contradicted the denial ; and lo ! that 
whole nation (notwithstanding the logical argumentations and scientifio 
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proofs of the atheists) have gone, with a rush, back into the bosom of the 
Church, from which they had been driven out into'a world without a Qod. 
Prove to a man, never so logically, that there is no God. He may assent 
to your conclusion ; but he can no more live and act consistently with 
such unbelief, than with the unbelief of his own corporeal existence. 
Some coward fear, some outcry of despair, will show he yet believes, 
and trembles as the devils do, because he does not love. 

Again, as to the character of God and of his moral government ; some, 
theological system-makers and leaders of sects, have taught, and the largest 
part of the Churches of Christendom still profess to believe, that Gt)d is the 
most jealous, vindictive, capricious, implacable, partial of beings — supreme- 
ly selfish — or what amounts to all this. It has been declared, and still is, 
by those who assume to be the most sound in faith and evangelical, as it 
is set forth in the creed of the great Presbyterian Church, that '' By the 
decree of Gk)d, far the manifestatian of his gUry^ some men and angels 
are predestinated unto everlasting life, and others ordained to everlasting 
death. These angels and men thus predestinated and foreordained are 
particularly and unchangeably designed ; and their number is so certain 
and definite, that it cannot either be increased or diminished. Those of 
mankind that are predestinated unto life, God, before the foundation of 
the world was laid, according to his eternal and immutable pur[>ose, and 
the secret counsel and good pleasure of his will, hath chosen in Christ 
unto everlasting glory, out of his mere free grace and love, without any 
foresight of faith or good works, or perseverance in either of them, or 
any other tiling in the creature as conditions or causes moving him there- 
to ; and all to the praise of his glorious grace. The rest of mankind," 
that creed goes on to declare, " the rest of mankind God was pleased (ac- 
cording to the unsearchable counsel of his own will, whereby he extend- 
eth or with hoi deth mercy as he pleaseth, for the glory of his sovereign 
power over his creatures) to pass by, and to ordain them to dishonor and 
wrath for their sins, to the praise of his glorious justice,''^ And this last 
class of beings, which is supposed to be very much the larger portion, are 
to be, that creed declares, " cast into eternal torments, and be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power." 

In support of this strange, this horrid system, than which there is 
nothing more shocking in any of the heathen mythologies, ife* believers 
adduce a very formidable array of texts from the Bible, and strengthen 
these Scriptural authorities by a well-wrought chain of iron logic. But 
has the mind of man rested satisfied with the system of doctrines of which 
this is an essential feature ? Far otherwise. The system is outgrown. 
Many of this day, who have given their assent to it, do not believe it. 
Their ministers keep the most offensive parts of this creed as much out of 
sight as possible, or conceal their hideousness by a veil of modem expla- 
nation. Nothing, I believe, would sooner empty the churches which 
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daim to be orthodox, than for the ministers to read the Presbyterian Con- 
fession of Faith intelligently to the people, and require each one of them 
to believe it all, as the condition of continued membership. And yet the 
trnth of it, as thousands suppose, has been established both by Scripture 
and argument. 

• One extreme drives men to the opposite. Consequently other reli- 
gionists have contended, and have persuaded themselves and their disciples 
to believe, that as no men are to be saved because of their faidi or good 
works, so no men ought to be lost for want of faith and good works ; that, 
as those who are to receive the gift of salvation will receive it in consid- 
eration of the satisfaction made to Divine justice by the sacrifice of Christ, — 
then all men ought to receive the same salvation, if God be impartial ; be- 
cause the sacrifice of Christ (t. f., God incarnate) was an infinite sacrifice, 
sufficient for aU. The benefit of it cannot be withheld from all, if it be 
given to any, without the most glaring caprice and favoritism, which it 
would be impious to ascribe to the Heavenly Father. Therefore these 
theorists contended and persuaded many, that all mankind were bought 
with a price, would be saved at death, would know no misery, suffer no 
punishment beyond the grave, but enter at once into a state of everlasting 
happiness. 

This theory has been stated and maintained with a good deal of power 
and ingenuity — by arguments drawn fi-om the Bible in great abundance, 
and directed with no small degree of logical skill. It has been urged with 
great reason that, to say the least of it, this system was more honorable to 
God, and more encouraging to men, than the dark system which it rose up 
to oppose. But has the mind of man rested satisfied in the belief, that 
there will be no suffering for sin in the life beyond the grave? Sm*ely not. 
The analogy of this life, in which each successive stage of our career is 
seen and felt to be retributive to that which preceded it, conspires with 
that ^^ fearful looking for of judgment to come,'* which rises instinctively 
in the guilty breast, to assure us of the truth of the doctrine of a future 
righteous retribution. There are now, I suppose, very few, who really 
believe that the evil consequences of sin end with the present state of our 
being, and that all, because of the infinite sacrifice of Christ, or of the in- 
discriminate love of God, enter at once through the grace, into all . the joy 
of Heaven. Very few now believe this doctrine of ultra-Universalism ; — 
although much Scripture has been alleged in its behalf, and it may be very 
logically deduced from the premises laid down in the Westminster Confes- 
sion of Futh, and in the Creeds of our Presbyterian and other Orthodox 
Churches. 

I have dwelt longer upon this part of my subject than I intended. My 
wish is, that we all should bear in mind that many things have, in times 
past, been clearly proved, and most strenuously insisted upon by ministers 
and Churches as essential truths, that are now utterly rejected by their 
lineal orthodox descendants, or are suffered to lie dormant in their ereeda. 
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Never was tbere a man m^htwr in the Scriptures than Dr. Edwards, and 
fee is renowned the world over for his logical acumen and hardihood. He 
proved (so far as an array of texts, and an unflinching application of logical 
argument ooidd prove) his dark, horrid system of Redemption. Few 
of his own day oonld stand before him. Not many in this day can main- 
tain their ground as his opponents ; and yet, commonr sense and the intui- 
tions of humanity reject his dreadful conclusions. In the most Oalvin- 
istic Ohurches of these times, few, I tr^st, can be found who do not reject 
some of the essential parts of Edwards^ system. This great fact confijrms 
what I said in the beginning of my discourse. " Let a man reason ever 
tBO ingenk)iisly to establish that which is &lse, though he may so devise hb 
premises that they shall lead inevitably to his conclusion, yet if that con* 
elusion be untrue, it will not stay proved by all his logic." There is that 
in the intuitions of the human mind and heart which, sooner or later, will 
reject what is false* Falsehood, error, wrong, evil of every sort, is a dis- 
turbing force every where, both in the bosom of the individual and the 
bosom of soci^. It sooner or later causes unrest, disturbance, commo- 
tion ; aad wUl cause them until itself is eliminated. 

The intuitions of humanity have already come to be recognized, even 
by orthodox writers and preachers, as being, at least, assistant judges of 
what is true and right. This is an acknowledgment that God has not left 
men, and will not leave us, to bdieve a lie. A precious acknowledgment! 
A most auspicious recognition of that great spiritual fact, that " there is 
a light which lighteth every man who cometh into the world, to the ex- 
tent that he is willing and able to receive the light." Yes, there are, given 
us by Gk)d, tests of truth. When we come to the knowledge of it, it be- 
comes to us self-evident Thus there are some things established in the 
moral Tyorld, and against them the powers of Hell cannot prevail. One 
of these established truths is, that there is a Qod^ an almighty, aU*wise, 
impartial, merciful Being, and not erring, passionate, capricious and crueL 
He has vindicated his character against the heaviest accusations that were 
ever impliedly brought against it by sectarians and fanatics; and he will 
vindicate it yet further, until all men shall know that he is Love — a bene- 
.ficent Parent, not an inexorable tyrant. God cannot have created the 
human race to curse, but to bless them. " He hath not appointed us 
to wrath," says the Apostle Paul, " but to obtain salvation." " This coi^ 
ruptible must put on incorruption." " As in Adam all die, so in Christ 
shall all be made alive ; " and *^ as we have borne the image of the earthy, 
so shall we also bear the image of th^ heavenly." The common sense and 
good feelings of men will struggle until they have thrown wholly off that 
dark paU^ which the theologies, the false religious philosophies of men 
have drawn over the moral universe ; and the light of God's countenance 
is seen shining benignantly on all ; kindly even upon the evil and un- 
thankful, evidently desiring not the punishment, the suffering of the most 
wicked, but rather that all should repent^ turn to him, and live rejoicing 
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in his love. ! the time will come, when, contrary to the creeds of the 
Churches, men shall know that God is not the most selfish of Beings, 
*'*' doing all things for his own glory," hnt the greatest of all because the 
best of all Beings — ^yes, the greatest of all (I say it reverently) because 
the servant of all. " My Father," said Jesus, " worketh hitherto ;" and 
we all should gratefully own that he still works — ^works continually in the 
great laboratory of nature for the support and happiness of all sentient beings 
— works unceasingly in, and with his moral ofl&pring, that they may be 
brought " to will and to do of his good pleasure." 

Another great truth has become self-evident, and is, therefore, estab- 
lished beyond the reach of controversy. It id that " all men have an 
inalienable right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." Not 
kings, princes, and other magnates — ^the elect of earth — ^not these alone 
have this inalienable right, but all men — children of the humblest no less 
than of the most exalted — ^the offspring of the negro as much as of the 
Anglo-Saxon. This great truth has made iU way, and will make its 
way throughout the world, notwithstanding the opposing powers of State 
and Church. It is the, truth which, under various names, first defied the 
Papal Hierarchy, led the van of the Protestant Reformation ; and now 
claims for every one spiritual as well as personal independency of all his 
fellows. It is this truth which has already limited some of the monar- 
chies of Europe, and has done much to sap the foundations of every 
throne. This truth reared the civil and religious institutions of our coun- 
try ; and this same truth is now shaking this Republic from centre to cir- 
cumference, and all the ecclesiastical and political drganizations ; and will 
shake them to pieces, unless it can shake out of them the tremendous 
falsehood, which has gained such a hold upon us, through the eloquence 
and logic, the personal and official influence of such men as Calhoun, and 
Clay, and Webster in the State, and Drs. Lord, and Fuller, and Adams in 
the Church — ^the tremendous falsehood that one class of the people of the 
land have a right to hold another class as their property, and dispose of 
them as domesticated brutes. The high authority, the overshadowing in- 
fluence of even such men, or of men mightier than they, cannot make the 
self-evident truth of the American Declaration to be treated as a " mere 
rhetorical flourish," though some of them had the impious effrontery so 
to pronounce it. 

O, no I It is an established, an eternal truth. It will live, and be be- 
lieved, and understood, more and more; and will go on modifying, and 
mollifying, and reconstructing hum^n governments, until they shall be 
framed in accordance with it. Then, if not before, will be corrected many 
errors, into which theologians have fallen, by founding their theories of 
the Divine Government upon analogies drawn from the hitherto very 
imperfect governments of earth. The orthodox system of faith and 
scheme of salvation was devised, you know, by men living under kingly, 
despotic rule ; used to seeing human beings cruelly treated, yes, set utterly 
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at nanght by their tyrannical masters, as if the rights and feelings of 
humanity were of no account. Such a theological system as that pro- 
pounded in the Presbyterian Confession of Faith, the Thirty-nine Articles 
of the Episcopal Church, or the Westminster Catechism, could never hare 
been thought of by men who had always lived under a free, humane 
republican government. The central idea of orthodoxy was derived from 
royalty, despotism ; and, as they pass away, Calvinism, and its kindred, 
will go with them. 

Once more, it is self-evident that our Heavenly Father will himself always 
show respect to the inalienable rights of man ; rights which lie conferred 
upon them, yes, guarantied to them in the very constitution of theur being. 
He hath enjoined it upon all men to respect those rights, and he surely 
will not violate them himself. 

One of the rights of men is, to have their sufferings commiserated 
and their misery relieved. He who can look upon the anguish of a being 
so susceptible to pain of body and of mind as man is; he who can look 
upon his anguish expressed in the contortions of his frame, can hear his 
shrieks of physical or mental agony ; or behold the more terrible emotions 
of despair that may glare from his silent countenilnce ; he, I say, who can 
be the witness* of such suffering, and feel no pity, no desire to give relief, 
is a moral monster, let him make what professions he may of humanity or 
divinity. The sufferer has a right to commiseration, to sympathy, to 
relief. It matters not, though he brought his misery upon himself by his 
folly or vices ; still, in his wretchedness, he has an inalienable right to 
compassion— a right to such efforts of his fellow-beings as may tend to 
reclaim him ; and to such contributions of time, influence and money as may 
mitigate, as much as may be, his misery. Since John Howard, and M. Pinel, 
and Elizabeth Fry, and Miss Dix, and Charles Spear, and L. M. Pease, and 
0. L. Brace, and others, have shown what can be done for the relief of the 
wretched, who feels that it ought not to have been done ? who hesitates to 
say that more yet should be attempted? that the strong ought to bear the 
infirmities of the weak — that the rich ought to contribute to the relief of 
the poor — that the wise are under obligation to instruct the ignorant — the 
virtuous to reform the vicious? Who hesitates to say as much as this? 
Who denies that the unfortunate, the miserable, the sinful, have a right 
to all that can be done to improve their condition, without perpetuating 
the wrongs that underlie their sufferings ? What is there upon the pages 
of history, that has thrilled with horror so many hearts as the accounts 
given of the tortures inflicted in the dungeons of the Inquisition upon the 
victims of the Roman Catholic hierarchy ? As we have seen them (in 
description) stretched upon the rack — every limb drawn to its utmost ten- 
sion — agony thrilling through every fibre; and have observed the inexora- 
ble sternness of the reverend tormentors, that would relax only that the 
wretches might live to suffer more, have we not excldmed, in our abhor- 
rence, "Let the crime of the offender have been what it may, the * godly 
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fathers/ who cenld mflict saob safTering^ and be uttmoved by the sight of 
it, mnst have been more devilish than he I'' Let the crimes of men be the* 
greatest that can be imagined, there is a limit to the punishment whioh 
justice should decree, or mercy would aHow» If the punishment have no . 
intention or t^dency to the benefit of tlM prisoner, then is it cruel; 
and those who inflict it themselves become erfmioals, tormentors, mur- 
derers. 

And yet, what were the tortures of the Inquisition, compared with 
those which orthodox theoltogians and preachers tell us God will inffict 
upon sinners In the future state ? As much less awM as the power of 
€k>d is greater than that <^ man ; and as eternity is longer thea time. 

Not long ago I had the unhappiness te hear a very distinguished or- 
thodox minister, a notorious revivalist, and now President of a Theological 
Seminary, attempt to preve that "the justice of Qod> will require tlie ever- 
lasting punishment of the wicked." His course of argument I need not 
detail to you.. His eonelusiofi was too shocking to be established by any 
proof. 

" The wages of sin/' said he, "-is death, eternal death, not amnihilation, 
not an extinction of consciousness, for that would be a release from pun- 
ishment. It m«st then be an eternal dying.'^ Be then w^dnt on to de- 
scribe, in the most graphic style, a scene of mortal agony sudi as some of 
you may have witnessed, so distressing to beholdersv as well a»the dying 
one, that even the most loving relatives were relieved when it waa 
passed, and the last gasp told that the dreadful agony was over. "Hold 
that picture," said he, " before your imaginations. Then know that the 
sinner will be stretched upon such a bed, forever dying but never dead. 
TVhen ages of anguish, which no tongue can describe, no mind can ade- 
quately conceive, shall have rolled away, the sufferer will lift up his sup- 
plicating cry, *0 Loid^ how long, how long must I widure this tOTment?*" 
Then shall there come l^m the Infinite One, a vpice saying, ''For^ 
0fser/^ Myriads of years^ cycles ef centuries will revolve, whea the lost 
tme shall agdn shriek out, ^ O Lord, how longL how longL must I endure 
all this f ' and there will come frcwn the Infinite above the same answer as 
before, ^Mreoeril Eternity, whose seconds are millions of centuries — 
eternity will roll on, until angels, archangels, and all but the Uncreated 
One have grown gray with age ; and the same suf^Uant cry shall ascend 
from that bed of eternal dying, ' O Lord ! O Lord t how long, how long 
must I suffer here?' And again the voice of Him who* changeth not wiU 
answer as before, * For&oerJ / / ' " . 

Horrible t how coqM a thought so horrible, so impions, enter a human 
mind? Whence did it come, if not from the lather of lies? Think of a 
mortal man attributing such inexorable cruelty to the Heavenly Parent? 
It sounded in my ears like demoniac blasphemy. Bather than conceive 
such an idea of my God,, and have it dwell in my bosom, I should much 
l^refer to be deprived of the power of thought foo: ^^^^^ J^(I had riseiL ia 
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that pulpit and proposed to prove, that the God and Father of ns all is the 
most cmel, vindiotive, inexorable of tyrants, the audience would have 
fled in disgust at the announcement of the outrageous proposition ; and 
yet there we sat, a thousimd of us, and listened, without any outcry of 
shame, to that man^s vivid description of his incomparable malignity, of 
which my account is but a faint resemblance. Blessed Father of our 
spirits, we know that the picture our deluded brother gave of Thee was 
utterly false I Our hearts and souls reject it I The gushing compassion 
which thou sendest through our bosoms, at the sight or the cry of misery, 
assure us that thou art Love. The intuitions of our own nature, and the 
bles^d words of prophets and holy men of all ages tell us, that such re- 
lentless wrath will never be found in Thee I 

The hearing of that discourse was an era in my religious life. It 
aroused me to look with closer scrutiny than I had ever done, into the 
theology of our orthodox Ohurches ; and to see, more clearly than before, 
how utterly derogatory to God and man it is. 

The arguments adduced by that preacher were, as most of the argu- 
ments of those who would uphold the orthodox doctrine of "Divine sov- 
ereignty'' are, based upon supposed analogies in human governments, 
which, it may be seen at a glance, are very different from the Divine gov- 
ernment, both in the purpose for which they are maintained, and the 
skill and power with whidi they are administered. Indeed, that preacher 
distinctly urged, that such an exhibition as he had given of the torments 
of the damned, was as necessary in order to deter men from setting at 
naught the government of God, as the gallows was necessary to deter 
men from committing such crimes as are accounted capital offences against 
human governments. His illustration was a particularly unfortunate one 
in this age of the world, when almost everywhere in Christendom there is 
a growing distrust of capital punishment — a very prevalent persuasion, at 
least, that the exhibition of it does harm rather than good, having been 
found to increase offences by awakening a sympathy with the sufferer 
more than with the outraged law ; arousing a detestation of the govern- 
ment that inflicts cruel punishments, more than of the crimes which incur 
them ; so that almost everywhere publie exeeutiona are discontinued ; in 
many parts of our country and of Europe capital punishment is abol- 
ished ; and one of the prominent reforms of the day is the amelioration of 
the whole criminal code. If, therefore, there be any force in the analogy 
of the gallows, it would go to show, that, even if the justice of God does 
require the everlasting punishment of the non-elect or unregenerate, it 
were better not to give any descriptions of that dreadful infliction, 
nay, not let the terrible feet be known, lest men be driven to abhor rather 
than revere the government of God, and be made more obdurate in their 
filns. 

As in the case of Berkley, Edwards, and Calvin, if you grant to such 
a skilM logician as the preacher to whose shocking discourse I have par- 
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ticnlarly aJladed, the premises be kid down, yoa may find it difficult to 
escape the conclusion to which he catne. Bat, my bearers, if beforehand 
yon discover no unsoundness in a preacber^s or writer's premises^ wben 
you find the conclusion to which be would bring you to be so a^vful aa 
this of which I have been speaking, you are justified in asserting that the 
premises must have been fake, because the conclusion is an outrage upon 
the highest of all tmtbs, namely, the parental goodnem of Almighty God, * 
No array of passages from the Bible^ »o course of argument^ however 
skilful and cogent, can prove and bold men to the belief that God is an 
inexorable, wanton tyrant. 

For my part, I know not how a man^s mind and heart are constituted^ 
who can coolly set about to prove that there is sucb malignity in the bosom 
of the Being who created us, who has ordered ail events, and on whom 
we are wholly dependent for the powers we possess^ and our opportunities 
for their development. TV hat doctrine would lead men, so surely as this» 
to hate^ God, and curse him for the gift of life? Why, if I could believe 
the representation given ns of GU>d*s utter in>placability towards the non- 
elect and unregenerate, to be true ; if I could believe that any of the frail 
children of mortality are indeed exposed to an eternity of such excrudating 
torment, my heart would break or else become harder than the nether 
millstone. And would not yours, my bearers ? I bave laid in the grave 
fiuniliar friends, neur and dear relations, (have not you?) who w^e not 
perfect; who may not bave been of " the elect;" who had not met with 
sucb a miraculous regeneration as the orthodox theory declares to be the 
only sign and condition of escape from everlasting Hell. Now if I could 
believe that they are stretched upon that bed of eternal dying, and through 
the endless ages of eternity are to cry for mercy, and yet receive no miti- 
gation of their sufferings, my reason would forsake its throne, or my heart 
would melt in the fervent heat of its anguish, unless indeed I should be- 
come so hardened in my selfishness, as to rejoice in my own escape from 
Hell, although all the rest of men were damned. But I am so constituted, 
that it seems to me, I should prefer to be damned with them, than to be- 
come so indifferent to their fate. Nay, I contend, that if indeed the 
reprobate are to suffer everlasting and profitless, unmitigated punishment, 
then the regenerate will go through all eternity bewailing their horrid fate, 
or else will show themselves to be more devilish than the damned. 

1 this doctrine of everlasting, untnitigated, profitless punishment is 
too horrible to be believed. If the Bible teaches it, then is the Bible no 
longer worthy of onr confidence. If Logic be tlie art by which it may be 
proved, then is Logic a lying trick. Better were it to give up our Sacred 
Scriptures, and renounce the dialectics of the schoolmen, than to renounce 
our common sense, and give up our confidence in the wisdom and good- 
ness of our God. 

* Let me refer my readers to the admlraUe letter upon this sabject by ibe cel^I^ted John 
Foster of Enc^cL Digitized by CjOOQ IC 
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^^ Beware, br^hpen, leet &ny man spoil you through philosophy and 
▼ain deceit, after the traditions of men, after the radiments of the world, 
and not after Christ," who said, " Why even of y&uTBehes judge ye not 
what is right?" 

One of the very bad effects of the tremendous errors which are up- 
held by our orthodox Churches, especially set forth in the creed of the 
Presbyterian denomination, is that they lead men to regard their conduct, 
and the characters they form in this present life, as of little consequence ; 
certainly of far less consequence than a certain something, which may or 
may not be done for them by the sovereign power of God, without any^ 
respect to their faith or good works. The worst of men are quit© as likely, 
some say more likely than the most moral, to be made the subjects of Di- 
vine grace and regeneration. Indeed the doctrine of everlasting punish- 
ment is so horrible, that iQW^ if any, of the most unscrupulous advocates of 
the doctrine, have cruel hardihood enough to apply it to the case of an 
individual on his death-bed, however wicked his life may have been ; few 
can declare to surviving friends and relatives, that the departed one has 
gone to suffer eternal torments, which will never be abated in their in- 
tensity, and will produce no beneficial effects upon him. However calmly 
they may tell us of " the millions of the damned, who will make Hell re- 
sound forever with their undying groans," they cannot so easily give over 
to hopeless perdition a single individual whom they have ever known. 
On the dying bed, any sign of contrition is eagerly caught at, as an evi- 
dence of regeneration. Hands folded^ eyes raised in prayer, a tear, a sigh 
even has been enough to warrant the hope, that the prodigal son has made 
his peace with God ; and has passed from the left to the right hand of the 
inexorable Judge. So a man's conduct in life, his habitual conversation, 
bis character, is to go for nothing at the last judgment. 

See the effect of this system of error, which the Chuifch has substituted 
for Christianity, since the first century. The priraidve Christians, those in- 
structed by Christ and his Apostles, were, for the most part, a holy people ; 
remarkable for their unselfishness, their love of one another ; even throw- 
ing their properties into a common stock, and living together as members 
of one family. They were a morally courageous people, daring to hold 
and to avow sentiments different from those tolerated by the Church and 
State ; and to endure any losses and persecutions, rather than deny or 
compromise what they believed to be true and right. Moreover, they 
were peacemakers, and men of peace, not seeking to avenge themselves, 
but giving place unto wrath, and seeking to overcome the evil-minded by 
love. 

But since the days of Augustine, his horrid theology has been in the 
ascendant in the Church ; and what has been, what is now, the character 
of those who are called Christians ? In what respect are they worthily 
distinguished from " the children of this world ? " Are they not noto- 
riously (with a ffew excellent exceptions in every community^ 
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given to the yanities of the world, ay, to self-indolgenoe and sensuality ? 
And as to the pacific' spirit of Jeens, how little is it encouraged by those 
who profess to be his followers I The most sanguinary wars that have 
ever desolated any portions of the earth in any age, have been waged by 
Christian nations against Christian nations. The men who have dis- , 
tingnished themselyes in the slaughter of fellow beings are the most 
honored throu^out Christendom; while, in private life, the man who 
manifests that spirit which " suffereth injury long,, and still is kind,'^ is too 
generally regarded and dec^ised as a coward. 

Acceptance with Ood, and everlasting salvation being d^[)endent, 
according to the creeds of the Churches, not upon the characters and con- 
duct of men, not upon their faith and good works, but upon the uncondi- 
tional grace of Gk>d, the highest inducement to deny all ungodliness and 
worldly lusts is taken away. And, although those who *^ judge of them- 
selves what is right*' know better; and, if they study the Bible for them* 
selves, find that itei\joins holiness of heart and life as indispensable to the 
&vor of God; and although more worthy ideas of the Heavenly Father, 
and of the uature and destiny of his earthly children are getting dissemi- 
nated ; are raising up new sects in Christendom, who have more fiiith in 
the doctrines and precepts of Christ than of Augustine or Calvin ; and 
although individuals may be found in every ecclesiastical enclosure who 
are truly pious and benevolent, yet is it only too obvious that the Church 
has Tery often hindered the progress of true religion; has not favored the 
highest sanctification of the individual ; nor helped much to redeem the 
world from ignorance, sin, and misery. The maintenance of its own 
authority and prerogatives has always been paramount in its regard to the 
glory of God, and the good of mankind. Dissent from its creed, and 
neglect of its rituyl, have always been accouuted by it graver offences 
than any disobedience to the commandments of God, however flagrant. 
The highest faith, the warmest love, the purest devoti<Hi to righteousness 
and truth, have usually been found outiide the pals of the Church, 

No one here will deny, that the Papal hierarchy, wherever it has 
maintained its ascendency, has sat like an incubus upon society ; depressing 
every where the aspiration after a more expanded intellectual or moral 
lif^ than itself has attained. ^^ The Church of England " has upheld the 
government of Great Britain in almost all its atrocities — the Bench of 
Bishops often having been found the most unscrupulous portion of the 
House of Lords. And in our country, the Orthodox Church — the great 
Presbyterian, Episcopal, Methodist, and Baptist organizations, — ^have been 
shown to be the hulwa/rJu of American slavery — ^that system of iniquity, 
that "sum of all villanies," involving the violation of every commandment 
of God. 

I have thus warned you, my hearers, to beware of the philosophy, the 
traditions, the theobgy of the Church, because the connection is so obvious 
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and natural between the false views they gi^e of Gk>d and of the nature 
and destiny of man, and the prolonged degradation and cmel oppression 
of sonoe classes of our fellow-beings, for whose relief and elevation, as 
Mends of progress, we are bound to labor. 

If God, the highest, holiest One, be indeed so supremely selfish as the 
Creed declares He is — " doing all things for His own glory," and that glory 
consistent with the unspeakable misery of a large portion of those beings 
to whom He has given a moral nature, and all the circumstances and 
events of whose lives He hath ordered ; if such be indeed the character of 
our Creator, the giver of ail our faculties, and the fountain of all the wis- 
dom and strength we have to use those faculties, then how can it be rea- 
sonably expected that the worshippers of such a God.should be otherwise 
than selfish ; seeking first of all things their own aggrandisement and gra- 
tification ; doing this at any expense of loss and suffering to other beings, 
whose good may not be consistent with " their glory." 

If it be true that God has predestinated son^e to honor and others to 
dishonor ; some to everlasting life and salvation, and others to everlasting 
death and damnation ; will it not be very easy to assume, and can we 
much blame the " &vored few" for assuming, that the same arbitrary dis- 
tinctions are made among men in this world also? — that some were sent 
here on purpose to be miserable, and others to be happy ; some to be 
ignorant and others to be wise ; some to serve and others to rule ; some 
to be slaves and others to be masters ? How are we to repel the inference, 
that in perpetuating these cruel distinctions the tyrants of earth are only 
following the Divine plan? Once more, if it be true tliat God is so wan- 
tonly cruel as to consign the larger part of the family of man to intermin- 
able and indescribable misery, for no fault of their own, but only because 
of their descent from Adam ; can we wonder much that slaveholders think 
themselves justified in reducing the posterity of Ham to the abject condi- 
tion of domesticated brutes ? Surely the worshippers may not be expected 
to be more wise,, more just, more merciful than their God. 

O then, how fervently may we rejoice to know, and how diligently 
should we spread abroad the truth tiiroughout the land, that God, the 
Heavenly Father, is not such a partial, capricious, cmel tyrant, as the the- 
ology of the Orthodox Churches represents him to be. Indeed this is the 
first thing that the Mends of progress must needs do. Kothing has hin- 
dered, nothing does now hinder, nothing will ever hinder, the improve- 
ment of men so much as false notions of the character of the Deity. If 
their ideal of perfection be low, sensual, devilish, their aspirations cannot 
be high and^ purifying. 

Let us then, Progressive Friends, and Friends of Progress, send forth 
to all who will hear us, the declaration of these glorious, revealed and self- 
evident truths; that the Gk>d of the whole earth is the impartial parent of 
all mankind, more wise than any human father, more tender than any 
human mother. He is no respecter of persons, doth not regard the rich 
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more than the poor ; the proud more than the lowly ; ih/e learned more 
than the unlettered. AH, from the prince to the peasant, from the tyrant 
to the slave, are amenahle to his holy laws, so far as they know them. 
All men are bound to love God with all their hearts, and their neighbors 
as themselves. All are required to do unto others as they would that 
others should do unto them. The Most High will hold all moral beings 
accountable for their conduct. The principle of retributive justice is the 
foundation of his government. Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall ho 
also reap. By this shaU be measured the awards of his future judgment. 
It is a most salutary, most merciful law ; firom the application of it to him- 
self no wise person would wish to be excused. By the operation of the 
principle of just retribution, men have been led to discover all that they 
know of right and wrong, good and evil. By the operations of this prin- 
ciple have been effected all the improvements that have been made in the 
character and condition of our race. It will continue to operate in this 
world, and in the world to come, until all rational and moral beings shall 
be brought, willingly or through much suffering, to obey God in all things; 
until all anger, and malice, and selfishness are subdued, and love reigns 
triumphant in every bosom. Good will triumph over evil, truth over 
error, love over hate. " This corruptible must put on incorruption." " As 
in Adam all die. so in Christ shall all be made alive.^* " As we have 
borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly." Man was made for improvement, and the creeds of the 
Churches and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it. Everlasting 
progress, everlasting approximation to the perfect, this is the high duty, 
this the glorious destiny of man. The prayer of Jesus will be answered ; 
the foreseeing wish of his soul will be gratified ; the great purpose of his 
life and death will be accomplished. Man will hs recondUd to Qod ; and 
all will t)e one with Him, even as Christ is one. If the discipline of this 
life doth not accomplish this Divine purpose, then will the sufferings of the 
life to come do it; for, as the Apostle Paul declared, "God hath not 
created us for wrath, but to obtain salvation.'* 
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FEOM THE OHIO TEABLT MEETINO. 

The Ohio Yearly Meeting of Progressive Friends held its last annual 
gathering in September, 1855, in Salem, Ohio. A goodly number of earnest 
spirits met together on that occasion, to counsel and strengthen each other 
in their efforts for man's elevation. 

Viewing from different stand-points the various opinions and institu- 
tions of society, it was not to be expected that all those who were desirous 
for the acquisition of that truth by which alone man can be freed, should 
intuitively recognize it in its various manifestations, and instinctively 
desire the adoption of the same means for the accomplishment of a com* 
mon end. Hence the introduction of the various subjects, which were 
discussed during its sitting, elicited no inconsiderable debate, which was 
conducted in the main in a kind and courteous spirit and manner. To 
• those who have been long fettered by the rules of contracted organizations, 
who have been taught to speak and think only as their leaders bid, the 
extent of the recognition of the right of free speech at such meetings is at 
once novel and startling. And if at times it approaches very near the line 
which divides liberty from license, or even passes beyond it, yet there is 
no cause for alarm, for if any evil should result, it will speedily correct 
itself, and is far more endurable than fettered intellects and padlocked 
lips. 

It has been said of some western paper towns and cities, that they 
were extensively laid out, but sparsely settled. This comparison may have 
suggested itself to some who attended the sessions of this Meeting ; for 
although its members proposed to consider the then present aspects of the 
anti-slavery question, the gross inconsistency of the opponents of the life- 
taking principle sustaining a government based upon it, the necessity of 
better understanding their political and religious relations, the abolition of 
capital punishment, the overthrow of intemperance, the acknowledgment 
of the equality of the sexes, modern spiritualism, writing and spelling re- 
form, the use of tobacco, and land monopoly, yet they found three days 
all too short for the examination of so many topics ; and it is to be feared 
that their partial investigation of so many wrongs or evils proved less * 
effective than would have been their fuller discussion of a more limited 
number. All of the subjects mentioned were discussed — ^a few of them at 
considerable length. Much sympathy was expressed for your fellow- 
citizen, Passmore Williamson, and a letter on behalf of the Meeting was 
addressed and forwarded to his oppressor — Judge Kane — ^in condemnation 
of the atrocious conduct of tiiat official. 

Letters were received from various sources — among which was one 
from your Meeting— all of which were greatiy acceptable, and listened to 
with attention. 

* Want of sp«ce oompelfl ns. much to onr regret to abridge some of the commimicationsad- 
dieaeed to the Meeting. 
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Among the stnmgers in attendance, and who greatly contribnted to the 
interest of the meeting, were Ernestine L. Rose of New York City, W. 
H. Hoisington of central New York, S. S. Foster of Mass., and 8. N» Wood 
of Kansas. 

A proposition was made to change the name of the association fi*om 
"Progressive Friends," to " Friends of Human Progress." The foriper, it 
was urged, had a sectarian sound, and instances were cited in which the 
name had kept away earnest inquirers after truth, they knowing nothing 
of its oomprenensive platform and eatholio spirit, judging it from its name 
to be simply a Quaker organization in advance of those of the old school. 
After considerable discussion it was concluded to adopt the name of 
" Friends of Human Progress," as bein^ more indicative of the char- 
acter of its members and the scope of its organization, which gladly 
welcomes to its counsels all who have at heart the prepress of man, and 
would labor for the elevation of the human race. As *^ Friends of Human 
Progress," they will as heretofore unite with you in urging upon society 
the duty of a thorough investigation of all pertaining to man^s happiness, 
cherishmg an earnest desire for the speedy arrival of that day when it will 
not only be seen, but freely acknowledged, that neither the hoariness of 
antiquity, the sanction of honored names, nor the customs of the world, 
can ever justify that which is wrong, or debase that which is right. 

On behalf of the Corresponding Committee of the Ohio Yearly Meeting 
of Friends of Human Progress. 

Jambs Babnabt, 
— — B£NJ. S. Jones. 

FBOM THS WATEBLOO YEARLY MEBTINO. 

Deab FBiEin>8: — * * * Wb believe that individual sovereignty and 
true manhood are the only sure basis of organization, and that, to have a 
living Association of Christian men and women, the individuals composing 
it must feel a deep sense of personal responsibility. While we thus believe, 
we nevertlieless appreciate the manifest advantages arising from associated 
effort and from the expression of kindred sympathies and desires. We 
were therefore gratifiea by your words of good cheer. They gave us re- 
newed faith in the ultimate triumph of truth, and in the reafizatioif of our 
high hopes of the " good time coming," when the religion of manhood and 
the promptings of truth and righteousness shall regulate the actions of 
men in their intercourse with each other. 

We can hardly allow tlie opportunity to pass, without reiterating our 
deep and abiding interest in the progressive developments of our age, the 
mighty and radical reforms to which we look fbr the elevation of our race. 
We have learned to believe that religion is not a mere abftract creed — a 
routine of forms and rites — ^nor yet a mystery which we may vainly strive 
' to grasp, and the results of which are onl^ discoverable in the excitement 
of 3ie reelings and passions ; but that, in its truest and best sense, it is a 
comprehensive system of good, embracing in itself every thinjg that is true 
and pure and ennobling. It is not a mere speculation, to be demonstrated 
by the abstruse reasonings of profound metaphysicians; — it is a living 
reality, to be exemplified in a life consecrated to goodness, purity, and 
truth. 

Words of exhortation ire good in their place, but the highest exhorta- 
tion is found in a noble action. It is well to speak truly— it is better to 
LIVE truly. Jesus measured men by the standard of theur actions, not 
their creeds. He exhorted them to do unto others what they would that 
there should do unto them. He inculcated the beautifol lessons ^A^Mp 
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fbrbearance and sympathy. But nowhere did he exhort to the adoption 
of any creed or any prescribed system of worship. He taught that all are 
brethren, and that we shonld all love one another. He judged men by 
their fruits, not by their professions. He looked at the motives of the 
heart, not at the words of the mouth. And thus, if we would appear be- 
fore the world as the representatives of a new and higher idea of religion, 
we must demonstrate it in our lives. 

In this view of the high obligations of religion, we see the duty which 
rests on us of identifying ourselves with the reforms of our age, and of 
uttering our protest against the wrong and outrage, and violence with 
which barbarous ignorance, blighting superstition, and priestly dictation. . 
have cursed the earth. We would enter our solemn protest against all 
that degrades humanity, and would vitalize that protest by making our 
action consistent therewith* 

In looking upon the many wrongs which afQict the world, we are led 
to believe that one prominent cause, which has operated in preventing the 
more rapid progress and development of the race, is found in the fact that 
men and women have not been taught the great lesson of individual 
sovereignty and responsibility. Empty forms and dogmas have been sub- 
stituted by ecclesiastical authority for the vital piety which shows itself 
in deeds of love and mercy. Men have been taught that they must 
prostitute their reason and yield implicit obedience to the ipse dixit of 
men whose only evidence of bivine authority is the impious effrontery 
with which they claim it. We would unite with you and all others, in 
untiring efforts to teach man the high destiny which awaits him, and the 
imperative obligation that rests upon him to think and act independently. 

Our Meeting has been attended by a large number of persons, from dif- 
ferent parts of the country, and we feel encouraged m the good work 
before us. We have faith that tlie race is progressing, and that the truth 
will triumph. The elements of mind are too much tossed to be quieted 
without radical changes. We believe that the great upheaving will result 
in the increase of human happiness, domestic, civil, everlasting. 

Signed by direction of the Annval Meeting of Friends of Human Pro- 
gress, held at Waterloo, K Y., Sixth month, 1855. 

Thomas M*Olintook, ) ni^^v- 
Rhoda Db Gaemo, f ^^^^^' 



FBOM THE rBIENDS OF PB0GBES8 IN NOBTH COLLINS, N. Y. 

Thb undersigned, being a Committee appointed by the Friends of Hu- 
man Progress in this place, to communicate with you, are happy to inform 
yon, that your example, together with that of the Friends at Waterloo, has 
been fruitful in awakening iJie friends of truth and liberty in this quarter, 
to issue a call for a similar meeting, which was held in North Collins, 
Erie Co., N. Y., on the 26lh, 27th, and 28th days of August last. 

The call was responded to by numbers greater than was anticipated, 
and the interest through the entire meeting exceeded the expectations of 
the most sanguine. Surely the world is at lengtli rousing from the slum- 
ber of ages, and thousands, feeling their noblest emotions, warmest affec- 
tions, and highest intuitions stifled bv the crushing influence of popular 
traditionary theology, readily respond to any call which seems to proffer 
anything better. Truly the fields are already white for the harvest, but 
the laborers are few. The number of truth-loving and liberty-loving men 
and women in this region is somewhat numerous, though as yet litUe or 
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nothing has been done towards organizing their efforts. But the necessity 
of some kind of oonabination for the purpose of mutual aid, as well as for 
extending their labors and influence, is beginning to be felt and talked of. 

Blocks, as we- are, from the various crumbling social edifices around 
ns, we need more or less hewing and dressing before we are readily fitted 
into a new harmonious structure. Many of us have been rendered so sf'n- 
sitive by the galling party fetters and sectarian trammels, from which we 
have escaped, that we can scarcely endure to hear so much as organiza- 
tion named. We shrink back with horror from the mere shadow of our 
former bondage. But extremes are ever productive of opposite extremes. 
If man^s nature demands association, as we think it does, in order to promote 
its highest welfare, it seems to us that some kind of combination might be 
entered into which would at once concentrate our energies while it ren- 
dered us more individually free, and more efficient to aid each other and 
the world. But nature cannot be hurried. That which will endure must 
have time to grow. 

We were not a little cheered by your representation, together with that 
of Waterloo, through Uiose esteemed friends, Thomas M^Glintock, Reuben 
Webb, and William Barnard. Subjects touching the various leading re- 
forms of the day were as amply discussed as our limited time would permit. 

The severity of the winter, and the unparalleled obstractions of the 
roads prevented our meeting regularly the past winter, but since the open- 
ing of spring, interest seems to promise regularity and general attendance. 

Hoping that we may be favored with a full representation from you at 
our next Annual Meeting, we subscribe ourselves, your friends and fellow- 
helpers in the cause of truth, liberty, and humanity. 

L. H. PrroHEB, 
Nanot Pitoheb, 
Geoboe W. Tayloe, [ Committee, 
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Wm. H. Hoisinoton, j 
Raohel Hoisinoton, J 
Collins, May 5, 1856. 



FBOM L. MABIA CHILD. 

Watland, Mass., April 14, 1856. 

I THANK you for the cheering words contained in your kind letter ; also 
for the Report of the Meeting of Progressive Friends which accompanied 
it. I bless God for every honest and kindly effort to melt or undermine 
the walls of sectarism. If nature had bestowed upon me an organiza- 
tion like a battering-ram, I should even be thankful to have them battered 
down with sledge-hammer-force. But, in the first place, the battering- 
ram and the sledge-hammer do not predominate in my temperament; and, 
in the second place, the world has obviously enough been trying such forces, 
for ages, with no good result. 

That sectarianism is the very worst enemy of human progress, I think 
no serious and reflecting mind can be disposed to deny. What division of 
interests, what wrangling about school-books and church funds, it intro- 
duces into towns 1 How much money is expended to support it, which 
might be profitably employed in enlarging the minds of the inhabitants, 
by teaching them improved modes of agriculture, useftd sciences, and a 
broad, comprehensive system of universal morality, based on reverence for 
God and love for man I How this theological fiend separates neighbors 
and relatives, chills friendships, interrupts love, and disturbs married life t 
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I actually knew two women living near each other, in a lonely country 
town/who would n't speak to each other for months because one main- 
tained that the body of Jesus was incorruptible, and the other declared 
she did n*t believe it. Supposing Jesns himself had preached to fishermen 
and fanners, on the hill-side in their nei^iiborhood, as he was wont to 
preach in Galilee, two thousand years ago, how much iinportauce would 
he have attached to such controversies about dry bones 7 Would he em- 
ploy himself with doctrinal points? Or would he say to them, '' By tkig 
shall alt men know that ye are my disciples, if ye lave one another*^ t 

In anotlier town, I was acquainted with two worthy women, who in- 
terchanged many kind offices in times of sickness,' or affliction. Botli were 
sincerely devout, but one had been educated a Catholic, and the other a 
Calvinist; therefore^ each believed that the other mtwibe damned. This 
conviction troubled them, however, because their own hearts were more 
compassionate than the Deity in whom they had been taught to believe. 
Each spoke to me of the other in words to this effect : ^* She is such a kind, 
good woman ! What a pity it is that she cannot be saved I I pray often 
and earnestly that she may be converted from the error of her ways, and 
thus be prepared to enter the kingdom." I merely replied: " Your fervent 
wishes for each otiier's salvation is doubtless an offering more acceptable 
to God than faith in any doctrinal points." But, in my own mind, I imag* 
ined them both entering the spiritual world together, each pleading for 
the other with the angels. The Calvinist saying, " She was kind and 
good while she was on the earth. She helped the poor, comforted the sick, 
soothed the afflicted, and prayed often. She was educated among Catho* 
lies, who taught her to pray to the Virgin Mary, which was a great sin. 
But she worshipped as well as she knew how, and it grieves my heart that 
she should be punished for it through all eternity." The Catholic, in her 
turn, pleading: "This woman worshipped God devoutly, but she had the 
misfortune to be brought up among heretics. She never prayed to the 
blessed Virgin, and she ate meat on Friday. These were grievous sins; 
but she was always good to the poor and the suffering. Would tl»at 
my prayers could avail to redeem her from purgatory I " I seemed to 
see the angels turn aside to conceal a smile; and to hear them answer, 
with gentle seriousness : ** Be not ti oubled, sisters ; the prayers of both 
were heard in heaven ; because they were upborne on the wings of sin- 
cerity and mutual love. All such prayers are availing. God does not 
judge'according to the ideas of men." 

The older I grow the more do I incline to believe in the wisdona of 
Eclecticism. If ever the science of medicine rests on a permanent basia, I 
think it will be brought about by accepting and combining contributions 
from allopathy, homoeopathy, and hydropathy. A Universal Church, 
which prescribes no creed whatsoever, and reverently accepts what ifl 
good and true trom all religions, appears to me to be extremely desirable. 
Such a light, I think, begins to be visible above tbe horizcm. The Ara- 
bian Emir, Abd-El-Kader, now in Paris, has written a book to prove 
that the Jewish, Christian, and Mohammedan religions are built on 
the same foundation, and are separated merelv by points of detail. He 
complains that European scholars do not habitually manifest so much 
reverence towards the Author of all things as they ought; and says: " If 
Mussulmans and Christians would believe me, they might agree together, 
and treat each other as brethren." It certainly is a step in the world's 
progress to have a Mohammedan missionary exhorting Christians to greater 
reverence toward God, and charity toward their fellow-men. It is plea- 
sant to observe, in various parts of Ohristendom, at the present time, simi- 
lar indications of liberality toward Mohammedans. 
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The innumerable sects born of the Protestant Reformation, all asstim* 
ing the Bible as a basis, and all so very sure that their own interpretation 
of its pages is the true one, have been working for a wider result tiian they 
were aware of. Their narrowness and bigotry have forced many to in- 

Sire whether abstruse doctrines can really be of much consequence in the 
'mation of human character, since about the same proportion of good men 
and bad men may be found among those who believe them, and those who 
reject them. They have been driven still further. They have said, If doc- 
tnnes are essential to salvation, by what process shall wearrive at certain^ 
iy concerning them ? since the answers whidh Written Bevelation gives to 
inquiring souls are so various, and often so contradictory. Is the Oatholio 
Ohurch right in asserting that ^ there can be no infallible book without an 
infallible interpreter '^ 7 In this dilemma some fly off into ultra scepticism, 
while others fall back passively into the arms of the Oatholic Ohurch ; but 
between these two extremes are a multitude whose souls are casting off 
theological trammels, without ceasing to be religious. The progress of hu- 
man freedom has compelled bigotry to be more civilized than it was in the 
days of racks and thumb-screws ; but its charity is very supercilious, be- 
traying a proud consciousness of superiority by its air of condescension. It 
took centuries of struggle and bloodshed to establish among Christians the 
idea of mutual toleration ; but the phrase which represents that hard- 
fonght idea has now become offensive to free souls. The first expressed 
dislike to the word toleration I found in Dymond^s Essays ; a book which 
is in truth a diamond, reflecting purest light. He asks indignantly what 
right a man has to tolerate his faith any more than he has to tolerate the 
color of his eyes or his hair. 

The process of freeing the world from theological thraldom may, I think, 
be expressed in one very brief and simple maxim ; Let every individual 
fearlessly express his own convictions, while he respects the convictions of 
every other man. People in general fail in one or the other of these du- 
ties. If the^ are in a minority^ they are afraid to give frank utterance to 
their own doubts or conclusions. If they are in a majority ^ they despiseihe 
oonvictions of others^ or assume it as a great merit that they condescend to 
tolerate them. 

I have read your Expointioh of Sentiments with heartfelt pleasure. I 
have seldom, if ever, seen a document that breathed throughout such a 
spirit of rational freedom and Ohristian love. Its tone excites hope that 
the Progressive Friends will be bold in the exercise of individual freedom, 
while they treat with tenderness and respect the sincere faith, or the honest 
scepticism of others. I trust their platform will not.be limited to the ac- 
commodation of Ohristian sects merely, but that it will be broad enough 
to admit Brahmins, Buddhists, Jews, and Mohammedans, as brethren — ^as 
scattered members of the same great family ; children of the All-Father, 
who, under various climes and circumstances, has caused light from the 
Spiritnal Sun to shine upon their souls, and refreshed their Siirsty hearts 
with dews of Divine Love. 

May the blessing of God rest upon your efforts to produce this sublime 
result 1 It will rest upon them; for it is one of His immutable laws that 
no word of truth, spoken in love, is ever lost. Above alt the clamor of 
bigotry, and the monotonous drawling of routine, it goes sounding on for- 
ever. 

Yours for Truth and Freedom, wheresoever they may lead I 

Digitizf L. Mabia Child. 
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FBOM OHABLBS K. WHIPPLB. 

BosToy, May 9tli, 1856. 

I THANK you for the invitations I have receivted on this, as on former 
years, to attend your Annual Meeting. Want of time and means is the sole 
caui*e which now, as heretofore, prevents ray joining your assembly. You 
may judge that it is not want of interest, when 1 tell you that I recognize 
in yon what I have never before known to exist, and what I have for many 
years past longed to see, a body of men and women united in the promo- 
tion of practical Christianity, fulfilling the true functions of a Ohristian 
Church, yet free from the limitations and vices of a sect; founded on the 
truth which Jesus uttered, " The kingdom of God is within you" — and il- 
lustrating that other truth, and that only sound rule of judging which he 
pointed out to us — " A good tree bringeth forth good fruit : ye shall know 
them by their fruits." 41 

I especially r^oice in two distinctive features of your enterprise, and 
deem myself authorized confidently to expect success to your efforts, at 
home and abroad, far beyopd that attained by any secty if you permanently 
retain these. 

The first is, your idea, purpose, and expectation of Progress. Most of 
the sectarian associations which have falsely called themselves Churches of 
Christ, have fettered their own hands and feet by the assumption that they 
could mark out and define, without defect or error, in a cree»l of specula- 
tive doctrines, all the truths important to man's spiritual welfare through 
this stage of existence. And even though one of the leaders in whom 
they boast, a prophet of their own, the good John Robinson, told them 
not obscurely the truth which they needed, earnestly charging his congre- 
gation— 

*' If God reveal anything to you by any other instrument of His, be as 
ready to receive it as ever you were to receive any truth by my ministry; 
for 1 am verily persuaded the Lord has more truth* yet to break tbrth out 
of his holy word** — 

they failed, as perhaps he also did, to see the larger truth contained in 
these words, and limited his meaning to the letter of a volume in which 
are bound together the dead with the living, the Jewish with the Chris- 
tian Scriptures; assuming not only thata book could be a permanent mas- . 
ter of living men, but that these two, diverse even to contrariety, were 
their one unitary and homogeneous rule of faith and practice. Aqq even 
the one sect, which began by an earnest protest against this error, and a 
seeming appreciation of the need of freedom for spiritual growth,* we now 
see looking back longingly to the house of bondage, whence they came 
out, remembering the fish which they did eat in Egypt, and ready to sell 
their birthright for a mess of pottage, and put their necks again under the 
yoke of a creed, if so they may escape from the reproaches cast upon one 
strong and brave man,, who actually iises this freedom, his and their birth- 
right, but which they only boast of, without daring to use. You recognize 
the truth which Jesus taught, that those who practise that part of God's 
will which they already understand, shall have yet more revealed to them, 
and as other of his prophets have said — '^ Matter is God's Old, and Spirit 
his New Testament/* always open to our inspection, and always yielding a 
harvest to the diligent laborer therein, who may find 

** TonguM In trees, books in the running brooksi 
Sermons in stones, and good in everything.** 

* Yon no donbt remember the attempt of the UnitariAn elergy, in 1868, to cause a creed to 
be adopted by their denomination, and the letter thereupon wnnen to them by Theodore Par- 
ker, a Ufe-member of the AsBociadon. ^ 
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Ton. recognize the fact that in this primary school of existence we have 
not attained to the possession of all truth, that onr hnsiness is to keep onr 
eyes, minds, hearts, and souls reverently open, and eager for the acquisition 
of more, as fast as we are fitted to recognize, appropriate, and use it ; and 
that in the diligent, practical use of such truth as we already possess, lies 
onr hest means of attaining higher and yet unperceived hranches of it. 

The second source of the confidence I feel that your enterprise will be 
permanently (however slowly) useful in the diffusion of truth lies in the 
fiftctthat you provide for the action and usefulness of a Christian ministry 
without the deteriorating influence of an order of clergy, 

Paul disclaimed for himself and his brethren the assumption that they 
held, or sought to hold " dominion over the faith" of the first Christians, 
and took rather the appropriate designation of their " helper.** Those 
who claim to Be his successors fail to imitate this modesty. They seek 
to be lords over God's heritage, and use the authority which men 
foolishly concede to them to check, instead of stimulating inquiry, and to 
retard, instead of advancing reform. The spectacle of a fiench of Bishops 
going unitedly against improvement in hierarchical England, and of the 
clergy of all flie great independent sects of this country giving their influ- 
enoe to the support of popular vices, and in opposition to unpopular re- 
fonns, ought to have shown to all reflective people the dangers inherent in 
such an institution. If the liberty of the children of God is invaded by a 
prohibition to seek or to use any truth in His wide universe conflicting with 
the dogmas included in the narrow pen known as " orthodoxy," much more 
is it invaded by the impudent assumption that to teach even this small 
amount a license from the clergy is indispensable. It was said, plausibly 
enough, that guards were necessary to secure an uncorrupted transmission 
of the truths of Christianity from one generation to another ; but by and 
by it was found that the guards themselves were the most dangerous cor- 
rupters ; and we now see the amazing spectacle of clergymen censuring the 
opponents of slavery, war, &c. as interlopers in the domain of the Church, 
undertaking reform by irregular and unauthorized methods, while they and 
their brethren, instead of leading the Church by better methods to the same 
end, are supporters, some directly and some indirectly, of the enoraiities 
assailed; and the Churches, trusting, without examination, in the wisdom and 
goodness of their leaders, are content to have it so; and even the few cler- 
gymen who have been awakened by recent events to a sense of the vicious 
character of slavery, dare not strike at its very existence, as they do at 
that of foreign heathenism, but op])ose merely its extension, and even then 
stultify themselves by conceding the amplest Christian fellowship to its 
practisers and supporters. 

Should not these things teach us that to search, examine and decide ii) 
view of the evidence manifested to our individual minds, and to act uponT 
the conscientious decision thus formed, are indispensable parts of " the 
glorious liberty of the children of God ? " I rejoice, and present to you 
my hearty congratulations tliat you have not only claimed, but begun to 
exercise these rights ; and I welcome in your association a Christian min- 
istry, clearly distinct from a priesthood and from a clergy. 

Chaslxs K. WmppLB. 
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FBOM WM. LLOYD GABBISOST. 

Boston, May 15, 1866. 

YouBS is a convocation of " Progressive Friends," — that is, as I under- 
stand the term, the Friends of Progress. Yonr claim is a high one- 
admitting of no limitation, tolerating no fetter, recognizing no finality in 
matters pertaining to spiritual development. You are not anchored to 
the past ; you are not satisfied with the present ; your steps are onward 
and upward. While accepting, at its true value, whatever of truth and 
right has come down to us from other ages, you believe in "forgetting the 
things that are behind," and pressing forward to the high mark of human 
perfectibility, rather than in idolizing a time-worn parchment, or in burning 
mcense to dead saints and heroes. 

Fidelity to your principles and professions, in this corrupt age and 
blood-stained country, will leave you little time for repose, and assuredly 
subject you to public reproach and social excommunication. For all this, 
** rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for so persecuted they the prophets that 
were before you." Your work, comprehensively speaking, is twofold : — 
to unmask a spurious religion, every where assuming to be the religion of 
Christ — and to denounce a profligate government, claiming to be based 
upon liberty and equality. In performing this work, you will be denounced 
for your " infidelity," on the one hand, and for your ** disloyality " on the 
other. These opprobrious epithets will stimulate you to still greater eifort, 
as furnishing the most satisfactory evidences that you are on the right 
side, engaged in the right work, and bearing the right testimony. 

The cause of imbruted millions in our land, whose groans are borne to 
us by every Southern breeze, and the clanking of whose chains is heard 
continually, will receive your warmest sympathy, and elicit your strongest 
approval. 

You are not only for equal liberty, but also for universal peace — 
peace, not nine times out of ten, and the tenth time for war (which in 
morals is an absurdity), but peace always, and war never. The weapons 
which "border rufi3ans" know how to use, whether bowie knives or 
Sharp's rifles, you believe those who are " called of God " should not know 
how to use for the advancement of any cause, however righteous. On 
this point, especially in view of the present inflammatory state of the public' 
mind, I doubt not your testimony will be very explicit, as it cannot fail to 
be serviceable. 

rhe rights of woman, in every land and by every government tram- 
pled under foot, will be asserted by you, in all their bearings. Those rights 
must be recognized, restored, and enjoyed, before the world can be ele- 
vated, or tyranny will cease to curse our race. 

You are all teetotallers, and, therefore, the beneficent cause of tem- 
perance will not be forgotten by you. 

Your defence of religious liberty will be without " compromise," and 
your practice of it "without concealment." It was never more needed 
than now. 

But I need not go into these specifications ; your hearts are full, your 
spirits expansive, your purposes sublime, and you need no prompting. 

• Believe me, in the bonds of spiritual fellowship, and in every good 
cause, 

Your friend and co-worker, 

Wmdi JiOMMSOp (0ARRI8ON. 
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FBOM JAHI8 BI0HABD6ON, JB^ 
MMdirqftm Vhitariam Church, in Brooklyn {g. D,\ 3. 71 

Bbookltn, E. D., May 18. 
. I HAVE been very much in hopes that I might attend the Meetinir of 
Progresdve Friends at Longwood next week, but I fear I shall not be able 
to do so. There is certainly no class of minds, with whose views and 
sentiments and aspirations in regard to man, I more profoundly and earn- 
estly sympathize. But, as I may not be able to come myself, and give 
the testimony of my presence and spoken word, I take the liberty of send- 
ing a little Bhyme, recently written, setting forth, in its length and 
breadth, the argument of the varions t}Tants against whom we stand 
opposed, and to whom the thinking and working of the Progressive 
Friends of Truth, Justice and Humanity is bringing swift destruction. 

James BipHARneoN, Jb. 

THE TYBANrS ANCIENT ABQUMENT: OR, THE DANGEES 
OF THOUGHT. 

Cbass yonr thinking, ye people t shoutA the TjniQtj fierce And*loud, 
As, with Beomfol eye. he glances o^er the slowly movini? crowd; 
Yo were made for toil ana labor— mark yonr hard and brawny hand I 
We are God's appointed Bulers, to obey is his command 1 

Cease voar thinking, lest ye fancy ye can rule yourseUfes by thought, 
And the world's fair peace and order be to swHc destrnction brought ; 
Lest, seduced by idle dreams, ye may fondly think thdt'e be 
Minds and souls in those rough bodies, and ye're men as well as we. 

At the outset, God appointed one to rule, and one to serve ; — 

Each their separate spnere and duties, from which 'tis a crime to swerve ; 

Meted out to every station is its comfort and its care, 

All complaining is rebellion ; things are best just as they are. 

Higher place has higher duties, greater power hrings greater care ; 
. Lesser burdens, lesser dangers, wait upon your humble fare ; 
This fair world is rightly ordered—all men cannot have the throne ; 
Be at peace then, rest contented, and let well enough alone. 

Cease your thinking, ye fanatics I speaks the gray Conservative, • 

All that's new is vain and foolish, and but for a time shall live ; 
What is old is good and glorious, what is old alone is sure ; 
We must trust in that which has been, for that shall alone endure. 

Talk not, then, of old corruptions, errors, wrongs and slavery ; 
These are ancient institutions, God himself ordained to he : 
Will ye dare oppose his order, think to improve the Almighty's plan, 
Which he formed to curb and punish vain, rebellious, sintbl man ? 

Cease your thinking, chimes the Rich man, else you'll soon wieaay grow. 
Feeling you must have whatever we your lords and betters do ; 
I am rich and sleek and happy, my condition's well enough ; 
. Every change m^jcfeace endangers, and your grievance is but stuff: 

For it makes yqu fierce and restless, fills your lives with discontent, 
Loses present joys in grasping what for you was never meant ; 
Like the dog in ancient faole, losing a substantial fare 
In the treacherous stream, by snapping at its shadow gleaming there : 

Claiming that mankind are equal, that the bondman should be free. 

That the vile, degraded masses all should educated be : 

Claiming that the humble labor of the low, degraded thrall 

Is too worthy, is too noble, to depend on capitol. • 

Cease your thinking; shrieks the Bigot, there's your Bible, and the creed 
To interpret what it tells you. so that all may be agreed ; 
So that no one thro' this thinking, daring to dissent from these^ bv CjOOQIc 
Might blasphemously endanger his salvation and his peace. o 
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Carnal Season's use is sinfal; 'tis a blind deoeitftil guide ; 
I have wondered, why 'twas ffiven us ;— Satan's lore Is Season's pride I • 
God ordained you Priests and Elders, who should safely think for you ; 
Tell you what you must believe in, wnat you may and may not do. 

Thought has led vain men to question what the Creeds set forth as true ; 
Thought has made them doubt soand doctrine, and reject the good old view ; 
Thought upon the Andent Bible even dares to lay his hand, 
Doubts its perfect inspiration, doubts Jehovah's stem command ; 

Doubts that God himself directed Jews their fellow-men to slay ; 
Doubts they were his chosen people, whom all others must obe^ ; 
Questions all their marvellous stories ; faults their patriarchal sires, 
And calls pious David wicked, adding to his wives Uriah's ; 

Says that God is near his children now, as in the days gone br. 
That his living inspiration breathes through all, both low and high. 
With the Bi^ot chimes the Tyrant, and the gray Conservative : 
Stop this thinking, crush these thinkers, or we can no longer live. 



FROM NATHANIEL H. WHITING. 

Marshfisld, Mass., May 11th, 1856. 

YouBS is to be a meetiDg of '^ Progressive Friends.^' I like the adjectios 
when used in connection with the purposes avowed in your circular. It 
declares that you believe in Progress — that a man^s eves were placed in 
his forehead to enable him to go forwards, not backwards, — that you 
dare affirm the vitality of the present, and the still greater possibility (tf 
the future. 

If you are true to this declaration, you will maintain the integrity of 
the individual soul, and the absolute right of every man to judge unquali- 
fiedly all that has been, or is now, and to receive or reject it according as 
it may aid or retard his own growth and improvement. j-i^ 

The Past is valuable to us, just as the 6Jarth with its composition (rf 
vegetable and mineral elements, and which, with its atmosphere and 
sunlight, forms the circumstances of material existence, is essential to the 
tree which even now begins to throb with the awakening life of returning 
summer. Into this it plants its roots, and from thence by its vital fluid 
gathers the fibres which are wrought into its wonderful organism. But 
it is the tree which is alive, and which has the capacity for growth and 
progress, not the inorganic elements that compose its framework. 

So these deposits of mind— opinions, creeds, arts, sciences, actionS| 
making up the sum of human history, by which we are surrounded, in 
which we are imbedded — constitute or are composed of elements which 
the living soul of to-day may work into its organization, and thus be 
stimulated in its onward and upward course. But let us remember that 
we are alive ; these are dead. They are not to rule us; we are to judge 
and use them, just as they may be needed for the wants and aspirations of 
the present hour. 

. Progress, then, is written on all things. To-day is better than yester- 
day, as it has« in addition to its own inherent vitality, all that the experience 
of yesterday, in its multiform labors, has left behind it. 

Certainly, then, we are not to be held in bondage to old forms and 
creeds, but are to utter our own opinions and organize our own creeds 
and institutions, so that we may say at last, when our work here is 
completed, we have faithfully performed the mission given us ; and tlius, 
while contributing to the strength, vigor, and elevation of our own souls, 



shed a clearer light along the pathway of present Ufa, which shall also 
prove a dawn of hope and promise across the horizon of the ftiture. 

Yon believe the power and will of the Great Spirit to make fresh 
revelations, in fulfilment of the wants of the advancing? man, is not yet 
exhausted. . You will doubtless testify as much. I trust your meeting will 
be eminently successful. In order that it may be so, your ^* Testinumy " 
should be bold and faithful, such as will leave its mark upon the age in 
which you live, while " Wrongs, and Frands and Falsehoods shiver" under 
all the masks which respectable Conservatism, hollow Cant, and formal 
Piety have thrown over them. 

N. H. Whitojo. 



^BOM SAMUEL LONGFELLOW, 
Minitter cfths Second Uniturian Church, Brookhn^ N. Y, 

Brooklyn, N. Y., May, 185 

I FIND that I shall not be able to attend yonr Yearly Meeting ; I: 
sympathize so fully and so heartily with the principles and aims of > ut 
booiety, that I am desirous of saying so to you and your friends. 

• I cannot but look upon your movement as one of the most encoura . i^*- 
signs of our time — a time so pregnant with life and hope. I see the tr 
most religious minds looking for a broader platform of unity and ac -ri 
than any of our religious denominations offers, and I am rejoiced, at ev c - v 
movement which, like yours, expresses and begins to embody this desire 
and this faith. 

As in our State, all questions of party politics are losing their intfr.-: 
and merging themselves in the one great question of the supremacy ai 
f^-eedom or slavery, so in our Church all differences of belief are becoming 
tmimportant before the one great point of individual liberty or extern^ 
authority. Can we hesitate on which side to range ourselves? For (»ne, 
I wish to identify myself unreservedly with all who are on the side of free- 
dom. I have entire faith in the safety and in the duty of unrestricted free 
thinking and free speaking. I have no fear of the conseunences. I be- 
lieve that man's nature is such that, if left unimpeded, it aoes inevitably 
gravitate towards the truth ; and, even if through trial of all possible 
errors, will reach the truth at last. I believe that God has seen this free- 
dom to be best for man, and that he will not desert or leave " unassisted" 
any mind, still less condemn any, that is honestly seeking. I believe that 
in man's spiritual nature, in the perceptions and afl3rmation8 of his reason 
and conscience, he is to find God's immediate and perpetual revelation— to 
the individual always authoritative, above Church or Bible or Legislature. 
This is " the spiritual man" that "judgeth all things," and if in its imper- 
fect development, for the present, its judgments be diverse and fallible, yet 
in its progress it tends always to unity and infallibility. 

With such faith in freedom and in the inner light, your Society have 
consecrated themselves to work for the coming of God's kingdom on earth, 
the rule of justice and love in all the affairs of men, the righting of every 
wrong, the establishment of peace and brotherhood, and righteousness and 
joy. May God be with you, friends : He is, and will be to the end, as you 
are faithful; for through all willing souls he is working still, through 
human agencies slowly but surely regenerating and reforming all men and 
all institutions, carrying on to its perfectness that creation which began 
from his word. Peace be with yon, and love with faith I ^|p 

Sam'l LoNQFELLOir. 
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VBOM HONOURS D. OOITWAY, 
JM9«M0r </(%« Dhitarian Ch>ureh <» WatMngtotij D. O. 

WASHUfOTON, May 5. 

CiEOUMSTANCBs may possibly, prevent my personal presence at your 
Meeting, bnt cannot ray spiritual presence. I do hce Quakerism, or. what 
I coDceive to be the beautiful principle (»f it: love is the only word for my 
feeling toward it. For some months of my life I was much exercised as to 
whether I should not take up with a little Hicksite Society of Maryland^ 
broadbrim, drab and all, and there await the inevitable cycle which 
should cause the earth to flower into a large Quaker meeting. Well, I did 
join a Quaker meeting at last, but it was minus broadbrim or drab, out- 
side at least, and, shall I confess ? there was but one member in the So« 
ciety after 1 joined it. 

I look upon the failure of old Quakerism to be the result of a simple 
law, now finding its level in all Societies. It is, that any thing inherited 
really is not possessed by the heir. We see in our Society a number of 
men, chiedy about Boston, who, never having known the thorns above 
which Unitarianism grew, would leave the thorns fossilized in the hearts 
of Freeman and Priestly, and pluck the flower alone. They wonder a 
plucked flower should wither I Do they wonder that a young heir of a mil- 
lion he never earned should be a spendthrift? The money is condensed 
brain, heart's blood, nerve, sinew—these coined ; what knows he of 
money ? 

We need union, it is true, but no union save of individuals. Christ 
prayed, I find, that they might not simply be one, but " perfect in one." 
That is not Christian unity which is not also the perfecMon of each and all. 

M. D. Conway. 



FBOM SABAH B. DUODALB. 

Spring Run, Louisa Co., Iowa, Fifth mo., 1866. 

Although far separated from you in body, my spirit wends its way to 
salute you in the love of the everlasting Gospel, desiring that justice, 
mercy and truth may more and more abound. As my thoughts were 
turned impressively towards you this morning, before I raised my head 
from nay pillow, I remembered the sentiments of a worthy Friend, who 
said, " Tliere is wisdom in government that hath respect to its own preser- 
vation by adhering to what is profitable to it, and suppressing what may 
be a detriment ; aud this is the image of the true wisdom ; but the mh^ 
gtanee is the birth, which is heavenly, which reigns in the Father's king- 
dom until all is subdued, and then resigns it up to him, whose right it is. 
There is a power on earth, which is of God, by which princes declare 
justice; this is the image: and there is a power which is heavenly, in 
which the Prince of Peace, the Lord of Hosts, doth reign in an everlast- 
ing kingdom, and this is the $uh»tance. By this power is the spiritual 
wickedness in high places brought down, and those who are true dele- 
gates in this power can do great things for GocTa glory. ^^ My feeble peti- 
tions have been put up for you, beloved friends, that you may dwell deep 
in your liiinds, and hearken to the voice of truth in the soul, and thus 
the Lord will furnish you with wisdom, courage, and sound judgment. 

I have, from my earliest recollection, been instructed in the principles 
and usages of the Society of Friends. I was admitted wfien very young 
into the select councils ; have held sweet communion with many of the 
nobles of our ancient Israel, whose memory I love almost to veneration. 
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I have attended upwards of thirty Yearly Meetings, in all of which I have 
been more or less instructed; hot I can truly say, I have never fonnd 
more noble, devoted, or self-sacrificing philanthropy than among some of 
the dear proscribed Friends of Chester County ; and it would be my wish 
(if consistent with best wisdom) to spend the remnant of my days among 
yon ; not that I think I could be of any service to you, but I feel that I ^ 
need your sympathy and fostering care now in the sunset of life. Oh I 
beloved friends, I beseech you nut to falter. Lift up your voice like a 
trumpet and show the people their transgressions, and the house of Jacob 
her sins ; continue to open your mouths for the dumb and plead for those 
who are not permitted to plead for themhelves ; listen attontively to the • 
voice and word of truth in the soul, for it is unto this that the righteous 
in all ages of the world have fled and found safety. It remains to be a 
" shelter from the wind, a covert from the storm," where the poor, weary, 
way-worn traveller may retire and find safety, and hold sweet communion 
with the Infinite Fatner^ who is graciously waiting to teach his people 
himself, and turn them to a pure language. He will send none empty 
away who seek Him aright. In the bonds of Gospel fellowship, I bid 
you farewelly desiring an interest in your prayers for my preservation 
firom all that is evil. 

Your aged friend, 

Sabah B. Duodalb. 



FBOM JOHN G. FEB, 
AnH-Slavery Preacher in Kwliueky, 

Bkkea, Madison Co., Ky., May 8, 1866. ^ 

Thbouoh your kindness, I have received the Call ot the Pennsylvania 
Yearly Meeting of Progressive Friends, inviting me to attend their Yearly 
Meeting. To do so would have been most congenial to my feelings, and 
had not other and paramount dnties prevented, I most certainly would 
have complied with the request. 

You say yon would welcome me without caring to scrutinize the points 
of our creed. I reply : Independent in our Church polity, we know no 
master but Christ ; anti-sectarian in our faith, we know no creed but the 
Bible ; and supreme love to God, and equal love to man, we receive as its 
foundation principle. This principle really embraced, at once secures the 
highest orthodoxy towards God, the purest morab among men, and the 
greatest liberty in society. In heart, God asks no more — ^man ought not ; 
for " love is the fulfilling of the law." 

Just as fast as the professedly Christian world shall really embrace this 
principle, we^may expect, among others, two most glorious results. One 
will be the downfall of all forms of oppression — the other, the breaking 
np of that sectarianism which now hinders reform, cripples the efficiency 
of the Church, and vitiates the true religion of God. 

Of the former, this age witnesses no form so revolting to the feelings, 
80 subversive of justice, and so ruinous in its consequences, as American 
slavery. 

In this land, I feel the oppression and contempt heaped upon the poor 
slave. I have Iain down with him, and expect to rise only as he rises. 

I, tlierefore, rej'oioe for myself, for the poor slave, and, most of all, for 
the honor of Ohnst, that in various parts of our land the people of God 
are assembling, and devising means for the redemption of his pO(»r. 

From the earliest history of ourv Confederacy, the testimony of Friends 
has been potent, because it has been constant, faithful and consistent. 
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In the Oonventton that framed onr national Gonstitntion, Mr. Randolph 
nrged as an objection to the importation olaase, ^^ that it would revolt the 
Quakers, the Methodists, and others in the States having no slaves/' Had 
the otlier denominations been faithful t6 their early belief and testimony, 
and had they confirmed their faith by a consistent non-fellowship of slavery 
in the Church, slavery would have died long since. 

Barnes truly said, " Slavery could not live a single hour out of the 
Church, were it not for tlie fact that it lives in the Church." No asso- 
ciation of persons can maintain &n effective testimony against any sin, and 
at the same time hng it to their bosoms. It is this act of the Church 
that gives character to the iniquity. On the contrary, had all the denom- 
inations treated slavery as a crime, an outrage upon justice, virtue and 
humanity, the moral would have been ashamed of it, and the profligate 
and abandoned could not have sustained it. . 

May you persevere in the work of love and faithful rebuke of wrong, 
until oppression, and sin in all its forms, shall flee before the face of an 
awakened and righteous community, like darkness before the morning sun. 
Then shall we witness, indeed, the evangel of " Peace on earth, and good 
will to men." John G. Feb. 



FROM OOTAVmS B. FBOTHINOHAM, 
MinisUr cffhe Unitarian Ohmrch in Jtrwy City, N. J, 

Jersey City, April 20, 1856. 
I RECEIVED from you, some while since, a circular, accompanied by an 
invitation to attend the Fourth Annual Convocation of Progressive Friends, 
to be held in Chester County, Pa., on the 18th of next May. I thank you 
cordially for the invitation, and wish, with all my heart, I could be there ; 
but fear I ^hall not be able. I read the account of your proceedings last 
year with great interest, and felt then that such a movement must be pro- 
ductive of good. I also asked my friend Theo. Parker about you and your 
£uri)osea, and from him received an account which increased my interest, 
[ovements in behalf of pure religion, simple piety, and living charity, are 
always timely, but they were never more so than now, when supersti- 
tion has leagued itself with inhumanity, a corrupt Church striking a bar- 
gain with a corrupt State; when sectarianism has become not the imper- 
fect organ, but the deadly enemy of piety and goodness ; when men band 
together, and use the holiest words to describe their union, having nothing 
in view but the strengthening of despotism of all kinds. 

It is encouraging, too, I think, that such a movement proceeds fromthe 
Society of Friends — a Society which started with such glorious promise, 
and has still such noble traditions — whose platform was so broad, whose 
faith was so spiritual, whose intentions were so radical and earnest. It is 
good to behold this Society laying aside what some of us have regarded as 
its own sectarianism, consenting to employ such other ministrations as 
might prove themselves good, and publishing such a manifesto in favor of 
truth, purity and progress as this before me. The heart of every man 
"^ho prays that he may be a Cliristian, will resp6nd to this call ; and if 
you c^n get a general response of hearts^ that will indicate the extent of 
your brotherhood more fairly than a large convocation could. That you 
may have, however, a large congregation, that friends may be present in ' 
the body as well as in tlie spirit ; that the meetings may be encouraging 
to us all, and that your words may go abroad extensively, is the sincere 
wish of I 

Yours, very truly, 0. B« FBOTHiNQHi^^ 
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PBOM WnXIAM H. FMBT. 

HopEDALE, Mass., May 8, 1856. 

So far as I know your movement — its principles, objects, and meth- 
ods — I feel that I am very much at one with it, and can most heartily 
bid it a God-speed. Yon call yourselves " Fbiends," — ^a most noble ap- 
pellation. Friends of God and of Universal Humanity you are — at least 
this is your profession. No more Christian designation than this was 
ever chosen to represent any class of men. I almost wish, however, it 
were a new name— it would be so significant to the world, and especially 
to all genuine lovers of their fellow-beings. But our popular sectarianisms 
have s|>oiled almost every thing they have touched— even the holiest 
words, not excepting those of CJirist and God — and Quaker sectarianism 
has spoiled even this dear name of Friends — at best, greatly damaged it. 
It only means now, to the popular ear, about what Presbyterians and 
Methodists, Baptists, Universalists, Unitarians, and so on, mean — a de- 
nominational character — generally those who worship God in the/orget- 
fulne%B of Humanity, But can you, "Friends," redeem the word, and 
make it stand again in the world for good ^ill, practical good will, to all 
men ? 1 hope it is in you to do it, and that God will aia and bless you 
in all your efforts to do so— in all your efforts to grow up to the reality 
of which the word is the symbol or sign. 

But you are ** Proobbssiyb Friends." You do not believe that your 
fathers, or even any prophet of Old Dispensation or New, gifted and good 
men as they were, spoke the last word that God had to say or that man 
is ever to hear. The mass of the Sectarians are partially atheistic^ shut- 
ting up God almost exclusively in the Bible ! but yon believe in a liioing 
hXi^pre%ent God — ^in a God who inspires men now, as in earlier ages, 
tliough still more abundantly, as they are better prepared for his precious 
gift. You are looking for new light to break in upon your minds from 
the " Father of Lights," as he reveals himself through the various Media 
of his Providence and Grace. Yon do not believe that the Oanon of 
God^s Sacred Scriptures will eeer be closed, or his inspiration exhausted. 
• Nor are you, it I understand you aright, theologically progressive alone— 
if, indeed, you can be said to have a theology — but you are also praeti* 
cally progressive — progressive in every moral, hnmanitary, spiritual and 
social direction. 

You are also distinctively a religious bodv, and I trust you will al- 
ways remain so. You cannot, I think, be really progressive to any great 
extent, except on this ground. There has been much spurious religion in 
the world — much that has been worse than none — and there is now ; but 
there is a genuine type of it as well as a spurious type ; and of this there 
is a deep and ineradicable want in the human soul and in society. Mere 
Humanitarianism, without faith in God and in an Immortal Life, cannot 
sustain itself or the caase of Righteousness. Sooner or later, all earnest 
souls would forsake it, and go even to superstition — ^to the Roman Catholic 
Church, perhaps — to get a suf)ply for their religious natures. But whilst 
the substance of religion' is of God and Divine, the forms of it must change 
from age to age. And it is one of the encouraging signs of the times, that 
religion is gradually recovering from its long-continued sickness — its old, 
sepulchral, barbarous character, and becoming more and more naturaJi, 
benevolent and genial — inspiring love and hope more than selfishness and 
fear. 

But whilst our faith in the various forms of religion is diminishing, we 
need an increase of faith in the reality which these forms have always so 
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poorly represented. Hitherto there ha3 been too exclusive a dependence 
upon olden prophets and apostles — upon outward teachers — and too little 
dependence, therefore, upon the soul^ and upon God, as he speaks to the 
Boul — upon the ^Hnner tigkt^''^ which meant so much with early Friends, 
and which means so little with Friends now. The elements of Divine 
truth are within us all, and they will develope themselves truly and fully, 
as we are loyal tci ourselves. and our highest ideal of duty to God. 

But there should be a movement not only of '* Progressive FRiBinw," 
but of all the sincere, honest, aspiring, earnest Friends of Progress, whos^ 
mission it Aall be to put down all sin and wrong, and to build u|) God's king- 
dom of Ipve and peace — not only a destructive but a constructive move- 
ment. And the members of this great movement should know each 
other personally, as far as convenient, and feel a deep iiUerest in each 
other and in each other's labors, and, as far as possible, co-operate with 
each other for human redemption. 

Your movement has the sympathy of our whole Hopedale Community, 
and we all look to you with sympathy and hope. Our mission is somewhat 
local — to build up a Community which shall illustrate the beauty, practi- 
cability and value of our general religious and humanitary principles — but 
we have also always been laboring outside ourselves for tlie redemption, 
progress, and happiness of manj^ind, to the extent of our abilitv — particu- 
larly in the causes of Freedom and Peace. We are now, indeed, some- 
what more individualized — ^less organically social than heretofore, but 
our objects and aims are the same — the construction of an Order of 
Society in which a Divine Spirit and Divine Principles shall rule, and 
love, harmony, and prosperity prevail. Yours, for light, love, liberty and 
progress ; and may the blessing of the good God be with you all. 

Wm. a Fish. 



FROM RICHARD MENDBNHALL. 

Crescent Hill, Kansas, Fourth mo. 27, 1856. 

I HAVE watched with feelings of much interest the movements of Pro- 
gressive Friends, and feel deeply enlisted in the labors of the friends of 
Progress every where. With the objects for which you are associated, as 
set forth in your circular, I feel a most cordial and hearty sympathy. I 
have long believed that sectarian prejudice is one of the greatest evils 
which curse the human race. It not only corrupts the minds of those who 
profess the Christian religion, and diverts them from the grand objects of 
life, but it operates as a bar and stumbling-block in the way of the honest 
seeker after truth, furnishes food for the cavilling mind of the sceptic, and 
is a very great hindrance to the spread of the Gospel of peace and salva- 
tion amongst the heathen branches of the human family. Is it not truly 
a lamentable fact, that after the lapse of so many centuries, since the ad- 
vent of the Saviour, and the institution of the Christian religion upon 
earth, there is now so small a part of mankind who even^ro/ew Christian- 
ity, or upon whose minds its benign influence has yet dawned ? 

But may we not hope that a brighter day is dawning upon the world? 
Yea, I rejoice in believing that the dark shadows of sectarian bigotry ^nd 
prejudice are breaking away before the light of truth, and it is a consoling 
evidence of the progress of this joyful consummation that men of dififerent 
nations, and of various sha^s of opinion, are meeting and mingling toge- 
ther in a hannonious union of brotherhood. 

BlOHABD MSNDXNHALL. 
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